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EET ro + Anabaptifis: ;* for ſo Tall them, as be- 
> EEE ing that name whether . proger or "1m | 
h which they "4s kmrowne among men,” That which would R 
nf y fay #0 hows pouy Vaſſolis. pf 206 and path their 4:6 
ration about it 

"0. fy bumbls reeeſ to down Paſt 6 \ Fhww,cheie aan 70 4 
Sow other gedly Chriſtians in- the point of Infanc Baptiſme, Re 
beheld a Faaenged with much humility and ſobriety\ + E _ 
them that differ. That reverence whe 1s due to the -wifdeme, 
tulhveſſe; Pairhfulne ie an weabuf fo great" wumben ax ih_for- 

wud i is. this 'ppe ent ge areufaminde dif Vi 
front iphens 3 un this pages, (reelly "for" Teo THe: \faroce\af} thew 
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eonſcience to lay out and engage the.y thoughts how to remove ob. 


jettions. a Al nit gergall communion, of Sgints, as to make then, 
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Certaitily the great cry of the $5 got for peut, | PP Con- 
cord, apd forkeargnce among Saints, ana agginſe. their aſſenti- 
ons ail diw 5 ah the 7 

call to this, And ſo is the law of true Evangelicall brotherly love, 
and the. principle of it, in whom ſotver fond, which 5s ſtill work- 


the like precious faith, ard feed of God, remaining 1n. them, and 
which makgs. them deſitoms and glad.o "0 Se: Fo remove ont 
of the way, mhar truer keepes then froms the "cloſeſt communion. 

. | And for thoſe that are 'or ſhall be convinced of the wndue- 
neſſe of this Separation; \and yet for fear of offending the weake, 
conceal ther nopmens ; my deſire and advice 'ss , that they 
would ſet before them [ 

red by diſſembling bs Tudgement: for fear of effending \that ſort 


ſides the account which 1 afterwards grue, of my owne. pratice 
m thecontrary, OOO GEO TS 2: 
Ay prajer onthe other hanl.to-the god'y Pedobapriſts, both 
CAtimſters. and people, 1s, That they \ would: ſe like. moderation 
and tenderneſſe towards the godly Anabaptiſts.: ,cvid.va for theiy 
dfferent op:mon ſake 1 point of Bapriſme, to ſet thews at narghy, 
und'refreſent them to the people, and that without diſtintlion, a 
or Ing> 1p — edeyips (rhe Firgevoys MAKE OF. #4 
tation beſt by\the-worſhy-, (there. being nit: much di 
nn Hey poenk ay mn ayer ſteak 
'Pedobaptiſts «»d -Pedobipriſts\; *) but- to think,. ake- ſpe, 
+ "of chan we fl whe fr: conf treble pre of them "he, 
are truely tender of the glory of the Lord, and. of: the rayal 


\felves with all good ggpſcience both to G1d and men ; and as ſuch 
among whon ; as e 45 ſavory and experimentall Chriſtians, 
$ | As 
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give the arguments and. confilers. . 
dey cher 


rebient® of ASP felt ir aoad 


x ing, if nor obſtrutted, towards a kindly cloſure with all that have 


em the blame which the Apoſtle Perer incur- 
of belieuers which were of the Ciftumerſion, Gal: 2.11, 12, 13. 
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Anabapuilis,"* 4:7 htxe-is bergeen 


3 '* authority of his holy Lawes:; and as defrrong, to. approve. thin- = 


"4s ſameatimes it does ? Or. if ſome that be of that opinionFhave 


Ing wgd ; if the godly Pedobaptiſis and Arabaptifts 
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a moſt in their generation, T he wait of thts moderation rl ; in way : 
of he OOO. ts, p bel'cuc hath Lad « great hand is vera 
fans aid feparazionr of our times; purely by furthig thinof the . 
they womd have hetn; and partly by nelining many wh hive 
__ them wronged, to fall in with Lens and off vom the 
other, [he | - SET | 

| Suppoſe the Anabaptiſts ſhould be in an errogr -: yet certainty 
their 1101 about Baptiſme FA fanh', « cannot 'reafonably be- 
ſuppoſed to be of that nature; if it ſhould be an errour, but that is 
may. well confiſt with an eminent degree of grate, as mary F 
doubt not of different thoughts from them, oe. ſufficiently expe- 


rience. e Ard with what heart then 6an axy who know the worth 


of race, and how to value perſons by it , make ſuch"to be a PP 


' z1ng ſtock to the people, for a reppoſed infirmity in' judoement > 
Beſides ; the ſtrong AER Ys ( 7:0t row to form ») whith 
they have for their opinion ; may well beſpeake a moderate and 
ſober treatment, from ſuch as difſent. As to matter of att : 


' 'what can be ſaid to evince InfancBapriſme 4 promitive prattice, 


but may be ſo farre counter-argaed , as to Teave by come 
and tender conſcience , without. convittion 1n the'taſe ?- Ard ns ro 
the reafon of the thing : when it ſhall be argued that to be bap- 
Þzed, is to be buricd ; and that buriall betokens or ſuppiſeth 
the perſon buried, to be dead, viz. unto in ; and how incompetent 
fuch a death is to an infant ſlate ; and how. prepoſterats it ts ts 


bury perſons. before they-are dead + mit not by poſſible that 


when all is ſaid that can be ſaid to take away the ſtrength” of 


« ſuch a conſideration, that yet ſo much may be apprehended to re- 


mane, by many a wiſe and holy man, as may hold his conſes- 

ce faft 7 And therefore wh onld ſuch an opinionthat hath 

Ly hard tobe anſwered; tender ins 
a en, 


; much ro be ſaid for it, and” ha e apfs 
friends ſo.criminall in the eyes, "in the reports 'of th 
eſpouſed any. other opinions of worſe import ; " yet- why fhonld 
this be charged. upon the 'mhole Tribe .? See Reyel* 224; 
$3. 4. EOF ; . FIT DOR -FS 110) JAS x; 9 
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wed bat berieatl cou) ider what 2a Stead for themſelves 
d mould but. w_ tjes mort upon cab pa fr bs Fo yp FA 
| freakles in £96 othgr, 6 he ready, ta amne- aud Sire Ik ts. 
 axd'ty des cor; $54 Acl erhers un WHer,(* "why | 
wh be works, ſuper eregar n, but rei6auty.; 'J: how Jos 

mn ok delight in one amither', 4nd come cl.ſer together, an 

ſerve the Lird withone ſhoulder ? and if thiſe of each J; bd; orfron' 
among themſelues, would doe ſo.tos , 'what a heavenupon earth. 
ſhaul1 we hawe 16 compar: ſort. of het now wt have? Caf each. 
ſhall full abound in their owne ſence”, and impoſe that ſence upon. 
one another. ; and ſhall fall be laying their \ſmgers upon: Bk -* 
thers ſores , and Aggravating zyery ſmall matter, and conſtru-.. 
ng fg in y worst ſence, and harbourin jealou/ ies and tvil. 1 
Jenn; net one anothgr, where there 15 no viſible ronrd; 
aud wth were Ole over-lock_ the: praiſe-warthy th £ that | 

are-uſble enough-in many on bith ſides ; what can be exfefted 
but the baniſhing of charity, ard with 't peace. and the holy Spi- 
it, . but the increaſe of enmlaticns, cont entions, diviſions, and, 
with theſe errour, hereſie, and apoſtacie, untill we have fo farre 
10ured one anather., and onr religion tao ,, 45 at Taft ty expoſe 

our ſelves and our: « profeſſion, G Ord nances: and A: 
As @ prey to the common Enemy I Y « and endeavours ? 
ſwallowing up. alt, are Dubrlcf, c jon ay and ſtrengthened by 
our Grviſiens. Ard. what chriftign heart can beare S thou 1h 
of being acceſſary to ſuch things As. 4,aM 
ere then HOSR any. true affe 0n, left to the intereſt of 
Chriſt, and ſafety.0 f ſouls which are already [0 farre e endumg- 
£t4 ard. further endangered by the uncharitable contentions and 
dons my profeſſors ; let it / it a Wer a a ſpeedy and. com-- 
eaUour. addons out wars and.to improve opport wi 
tes > xeepyeang di diſſe ent apes the, ount. FA haſt 
many po. ni thing Xo (an VM me fe ſe; pherern t ey. are-' 
already one, and wheb; in reaſon ſhould. ſway more-to hold them 
faſt together, then thoſe few and farre «er things wherein the) 
ofery -ſkonld 'to divide, {catter, and al ienate them one from: At 
eAnd ſo they would if there were no ſel -intereſÞ, or ignt- 
TANCE Abd the dalrine. of forbearance, or. pride, or unchafr 6 
* ” neſſe, 


oo 


{356 To the Chriſtian Reader. 
neſſt, to hinder it ; which Chriſtians ſtould abhorre, not cheriſh, 


. Alas, ſhall the Hvord alwayes deyour ? & there no balm in 
"a, OE TOI a 7 ah > #4, , 
Gilead ? 1s there Fo Phycian there r _ ay So 4 ed 70 de- 
ſpar ? or muſt we waire on miracles to make Gods people one * 
Swrely if mens eyes vere but a little mart open, every one to ſee 
' the'r owne ſin 1n making, or not cordially endeavouring the cure 
of our breaches.;\ reconcibdtion would be faund a work. of no ſuch 
| d feat to ; 0s among. thoſe that are fteered by Chriſti intereſt, 
( and thoſe that are not, bet thens be left out , they will bat re- 
tard the work; ) for they would be ſo much aſhamed of this ſin, 
and the diſ-ſervice they have done Chriſt by it, as that they would 
not be able to refraine mutuall endeavours on every hand toquench 


the flame that 1s kindled in the houſe of God , and to call upon one 
anethtr to _joyne herein, There's now ſome a dawnmgs of 
ſuch a day by agitations now on foot ; yet if while the Sun 15 but 
preping out of one cloud, another ſhould come over it ; let no mans 
heart or hand be weakened upon that account : if you will bat fol- 

low after peace ith all your might, you ſhall certainly at aft 
.over-take 1t and bring it back again : and I ans ſure; its compa- 

1 worthrunning for. Let us therefor follow after the tliings 
- which make for peace, ang things aherewnh.one may edifhe 
| another, Kom: 14. 19: CAE OR: 
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—_— co wiſc and holy God, at firſt made and 
diipoſed all his creatures in ſuch ſubordinacion 
'and order, as that no diviſfion- either. did or 
could befall them , through-any defe& in his 
WIZ SY workmanſhip. Bur che Devill, the -eriginall 
mz) Authorand fatinder of diviſion and finfull ſe- 
ration , havinghimſelfe veſt left his own place where. God 
ad ſer him, became head of 4ifaction againlt God ; and from 
that day to this, hatli induſtriouſly, endeavoured ro work divi- 
fon berween God and:men, and among men themſelyes. And 
for this-cauſe was Jeſus Chriſt: the Son of God , made manifeſt, 
that he:nught deſtroy the works of the, Devil ; and counter-work 
him,in reconciling men to: God,and one-to another, And there- 
fore the cloſer men doe follow Chriſt, and.;the more they are 
ated by his Spirir, the more they are for uniry and concord; 
for healing of breaches : and reconciling of divided partes. 
As on the other hand ; the more menareacted, and influenced 
by the ſpirir. of Satan, the: mote they are for dividing worke, 
For theſe two Princes, the one of light, the other of darkneſſe, 
carry on their two contrary works of diviſion and union, by. the 
agency of their followers. | | DTT 
'And yer the Devil does nor carry.on this work only by ſuch 
aSare his,bur fo our-wirs many well meaning menchar deſygnz 
ſerving of Chriſt and'promoring of truth inthe maine ,. a5.t© 
_ make them think rhey are building upGods truth and var IP 
by ſeparation, when .rhey are pulling downe: his houſe whic 
is the pillar thereof, by divifion: and ſo do really accomodate 
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JI the Devils defighe, whilſt they incend rhe-adyancement of the 
Y cauſe of Chrilh, - They :think; rhat-ſome a? 33 
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which they apprehend to have'diſcovered, will nor be' eh e- 
nough'inacroud of the contrary minded, ( rhough of the ſame 
alliance ro Chriſt) ad therefore rhey ger our of their compa- 
ny,thar by.rhe lighr of: their ſeparation, .that truch for which 
they doe ſeparate, might be the better ſeen and the more 
taken noice- of , and the more prized, whillt communion wich 
them, cannot be had without it, Bur in che'meane While they 
are nor aware how they hinder Chriſts work, while they intend 


to promete-it;- ahd befriend the -Devils deligne, -waull they: 


intend to-withſtand'it, 1 ow, » SIP 
*? x. Inhindefing'the receprion-of .thar cruth if it, be;a triith, 
which they-intendito propagate. For by ſuch a ſepatatton,they 
render themſelves lefle 'acceprable ro chem from whoni they 
withdraw, then: they were before ,-and more ſuſpeRed too: 
and ſo are at a greater diſadvarirage ro. commend any, truth-to 
them, then they wete before: Prejudice againſt the Preacher, 
bevgercing prejudice againſt his doctrine. For which cauſe alfo, 
all their other Chriſtiari applicarions to them will be leſs ac- 
ceptable and leſſe- etfeuall ; unlefle there be a bundance of 
grace to prevent it ;-1t faring-wich them. inchus caſe as it doch 
many tires with rien who take a kinde of conceit again good 
meat, "for the utacceprabteneſſe: of the/veſlell in-which it is 
dreſſed, or dith in which its brought : that's one way 'by which 
unawares,asT'conceive, they gratifie the'enemy.- - 
_- -2.-By ſuch diviſions" and !ſeparations of one part. of Gods 
- * people from another, they-lay themſelves: open. and:become 


_ obtioxtous to the remptations 'and-1 urpriſall. o6f-rhe''enemy, - 


Their ſtrength ro wichſtand the enemy, lies under Godin their 
union and affociation. When the Apoſtle exhorts che Chriſti- 
ans ( Phvil. 1, 27.) to ſtand faſt and co-maimaine their ground 
againſt the etiemy, he'immediatelydire&s them to. firever- 

ether-|- for the faith of the Geſpel."\And if one prevaile, yet tmo 
Tal withſtand him ; and'a threefold. cord ,, ts not eaſily broken, 
Eccl-'4. 12. Burt by dividing and'feparating, they looſe their 
Rrrengrh, and become a prey ro the enemy. Ger. 49 7. 1 
diviae them in Jacob; and ſcatter them in Iſrael:dividing makes 
way for {cattEting''and''overcoming. 'How eafie a matter " it 
= #ie'f ſ 
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_ their eoitutuinion;theyare:gathered upby rhe enemy; here one 
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Sf RettaEation of Separition. 
for aft enneiny by his-uriiced force ro ſubdue the-greareſt Armie 
whehchey Hall tight him only.aſtoall patties Ane-will firft o& - 1 
vercomeone partie-and chen anacher,'and-ioall, one afcer ano- 41 
cher. Arid chatidoubtleſſeris:the;reafon- why the enemy hath | | 
ſo mignuly prevailed, and raken fo many rhax, did wear Chriſts 
colours, pti.ondrs, and 18d chem away captive under the power 
and commatid' of dangerous and deſtroying errors. and 
herelies, fines” 'rhsſe-unhappie diviſions'and ſeparations among - 
che people of God, have broken our:and-{o abpunded, in this 
Nanon: *And therefore I iconcerve that upon trae;3ccount ic 
will be foiind , rhar where the enemy hath, drayne; away -one 
other perſon'ro become a Quake” or a Kanter, or the like, he 
l 


OO 


bout wearing of Colours; of ordering themſelyes, vh - ehey 
gI. 


MH Reg ation: afs. Sepuratins. 


"this Gol daellerh in ms; faich the:A pofiler: ad he that duelleth 


3s bot; dwelleth in'Ged, und 'Gad inchins; (1; Jahn 4. 124.36, ) 
and therefore muſt-ndeds be fe.;:If Gad dwell in-him, ic 1sro 
governaHid glide himy tro-fuppbre and 'uphold him, ro;fave and 
'defend him. 'Where God dwells; light and ſtrength dwells, 
He that loveth his brother abidethtin the light, and there 1s none 
vecaſion of fliimbling- in him;/(x Joha12.:20, Bur uncharitable- 
nefſe is quice'contrary*ro' God whos 4s:hoveg and. yvhere that 
dwells, he'takes no: pleaſure:ro:divelb;z} and af he yo 15 the 
Chriftians'ſafery,” trengrh-'and-guide:z. be. but wichdrawvne ; 
Whirt.can be expe&ed burdarkneſſe, weakneſle,; wandering, 
and the enemivs enterinz and raking pollefſion!! He.chat hateth 
bs brother, « in'dathkneſſe,: and walketh 1:darkpe([e, and keep 
#th not whithtrh8 ave: br, 1b10anfe darkgefe hath blindedyþ1s eyes, 
x John 2.3; Uncharicableneſſe;ahen,rdeprives men of Cods 
preſence; Which is rheir only ſafery,and __ way for the ene- 


my, and {6/betrayes cthem-intothe-hand of erroug and deluſion, 
The end-bf theCommandement"( Gichithe: Apoſile,) 15, charity, 


is which awe having fwerved, have wrned aſide tavain jang- 


' 


other. If you hear of much; conten- ion- among brethren, once, 


'for Wah of thijity 5 Expett rear ofherdfies'amnng chemere 
' Tons.” Scaforis"6f 1nehzricable/16ontentions among _ Chriſtian 
brethren: advimrages for the;Dewil ro deceive in, 
Mark and ef that Propbeſfie-of Chriſt; Mat: 24,1011, 
T2, hall thany" be - offended gang. ſhall betray one anoeher, 
"ani ral Bate one Falle, Propheps ſhall ri 
and feall dective'pmviy/ When Chriſte: s fall a hating 
and "ſo a betraying one another, thehwþs, [ aiiclog 
WF ro- 
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Prophets as the fitteſt ſeaſon poſſible ro carry away. many of 
thoſe which were gromne in ditiaſt with their godly brethren. 
And becauſe imquity in this kinde, ſhall abound, the love of many 
all wax cold, ver. 12, A great decay of affection tothe Go- 
ſpel cakes place, when uncharicableneile, errour, and Apoſtacy 
among the! profeſſors thereof, doth abound. And may nor I'fay 
as Chriſt in another caſe ſometimes ſaid ? 7 his day is. thus 
Scripture fulfilled in your ears, For when the godly among the 
Epiicopaiians, Presbyrerians, Independents, and Anabaptiſts, 
fell ro hding, party againſt party ; and envie, emmulations, and 
uncharicablenefle increaſed, then the Devill-chruſts our a great 
variety of ſeducers chat have carryed away many into wayes of 
dangerous errour, eſpecially of thoſe that box: proceeded fur- 
theſt in ſeparation by :ſeveral, ſubdiyiſions, Though Gad hach 
in the meane. while graciouſly kept ſuch as have retained a.ge- 
nerall love to all che people of God , and have managed their 
differences with more moderation, ==» | 
3. Another way by which Separation of Sainrs from Saints 
furthers Satans and, hinders Chriſte deſign, ( what ever they 
themſelves defigne by ir ) is in hindering rhe ſucceſle of che 
Goſpel inirs converting work..,For by it unbeliefe'of tne Go- 
ſpel in ungodly men, 15 nouri:7ed and maintained. The Saints: 
Torencen,t ough bur in ſome lefler matrers, when'made {o- 
publique and notorious-by ſeparacions, doe gratifie the unbe- 
living thoughts which finfull men have, as if the Cofpel were 
an1incertainrhing.. When they ſee thoſe that pretend t9 {o- 
much knowledge of it, to di.agree in matters {o:marertall, as 
thoſe that concern their owning one another as © hriſtian Bre= 
thren; they think ( irs like ) chat they may ſnſpend a chorow 
beliefe of the whole. -Chriſt prayed thar all'thoſe rhar ſho! 1d 
believe throveh his Apoſtles word, might be oe, that the world 


might bel'eve, John 17. 21. They are thoſe rhar bear witneſſe 


Vefore the world thar the Gotpel 15 true : bur ro what degree . 
(ain all Courts) the witnefles diſagree ; their reſtimony ts 


,weakened, and their evidence ſuſpeted. When their Trum-- 


per by which they ſhaiild al1rom the world, .gives an uvcer- 


fin ſound, who ſhall prezare himſelfe to the batrell ? Bs ? 
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ſors berrer agreed, before they will b2relolvedly a1 thoroywly 
of any. 'It was the Devils policte of old to rate up falſe Prg- 
'phers in oppoſition to the true, that while one ſaid ons thing, 
and another another thing in the nzme of the Lord , rh 1gno- 
rant people might be amuled, and not know which to folloyy, 
And irs much to be feared, that he gaines much! of the'ſame 
adyantage by the declared publiſhed contradiftions among che 
Saints. tence 15 the common complaint'touching the ok 
of converts, now adayes. There's' much preaching and'mij 
diſcourfive knowledge, but how rareare thoſe erfe&uall con- 
verſions that the Word accompanted ith the peace, Charity, 
and ſincerity of Saints in former times, did produce, Now in- 
deed men are conyetred froftt'one opinion in Religion to ano- 
ther ; but to have ſtout-hearred tinners ro fall at the. fxer of 
Jefus Chrift by che power of his' Word, and giant-like 'tran(- 
greſſors to became like weaned children, 1 believe ( and ics 
not my thoughr alone )is a fight farre more rare to behold now, 
then formerly. And why?Surely nor becauſe the Word is lefle 
quick and powerfull now then it yas then; bur becauſe its iow 
more hindered, and clogged bythe divifions, ſeparations, and 
contrary opinions of protetſors, and ſcandalls concurring, then 
'' formerly it was. EEE” 3: 9 
' Andas theſe diviſions and ſeparations, have. hindered ths 
converſion of ſome, ſo doubcletle have they occaſioned the 
ſubverſion of many others,who have ſtumbled at rhis limb) ing 
| one, and forſakenthe renrs of the Saints of all-perſivaſions; 
rurning, ſome Quakers, tome Ranters, and Libertines, ſome 
Papiſts, and ſome Atheiſts, Papiſts and Atheiſts there vere be- 
for, bur for ſiri® profeſſors of godlineſs ro become ſuch, Wag, 
I think, ſeldome leen before. The frequene incerieſes che 


weake in doubrtull difputations, hath been like the putting of 


new wine into old borrles , or the. ſewing of a neyy, pigce of 
cloth ro an old garment ; the wine hath been ſpilr, and the ren 


made yore : their heads, have turned round with the the of 


knoiv not what religion to be of, they ſay, and will ſee profe. 


. abundance of contrary arguings , of which they have not been 
_ able ro make judgement, And upon that account* hive Been 


temp- 
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' tempted to tat of every water, to be experiencing every way ; 


crying Every thing, rill ar laſt they have come to: nothing. 
Such open and violenc ſtrivings about things of doubrfull dif- 
utations, as to ſet. onz Chriltian/at a diſtance from another, 
Pith proved a {ad occaſion of ſubverting the. hearers, 2 Tim, 


2, 14. : | | 
| Tit arfd ſuch like have been the effe&s of the lace yeares 
diviſions and ſeparations of Saints, though berter things then 
eſe, I doubt nor, have bzen intended by them. And if there 
bath been any diſcovery of rrurh by our, centendings ; yer I 
doubr by the ill managing of our. differences, if the account. 
could be caſt up, the Iofle in the rorall, in relation to the af- 
faices of Chriſt, would be found much more then the gaine. 
And I muſt novv ſay, that the experience, obſervation and ſeri- 
ous conſideration of ſuch.rhings as theſe, hath occaſioned me 
to. review my. Arguments for gy with a jealous eye ; 
Arguments and Conhide- 
rations as plead the cauſe. of genzrall co.nmunion among all 
Saints, to have the readier acceſſe ro my underſtanding, And 
after ſome monerhs labour in this ſearch , accompanied with 
ſerious Teeking of God abour this matter, T-have at laſt found 
cauſe (asI have verily thought ) ro accuſe my ſelfe before 
the Lord, as one too greatly acceſſary to the miſchievous ef- 
fe&s of diviſion and ſeparation ; and rhat not only in practiſing 
the way, of ſeparation my ſelfe , bur alſo in ſtrengthening the 
hands of others. thereto by pleading thar cauſe in print. In 
the ſence of whuch:,, rogerher with other my, manifold weak- 
neſſes, I have through grace humbled myelfe, and defire to 


| lie low before the:Lacg all. my dayes. Gaga. him glory for his 
| preat mercy towards me in char preſence and thoſe ſnpplies of 


is which, he hath. been. pleaſed graciouſly. to,vouchſafe me, 
during the time of this miſtake, my weakneſle and, umyorthi- 
nefſe norwirhſtanding : and now at laſt ro deliver me from 

thoſe crooked thoughts(as I humbly judge them to have been 
which cauſed me to breake communion with thoſe Clriſtan 
Brethren and children of my father,that were not. of my minde 
inche points of Infanr and after-bapriſme..:Shall I ſay che Lond 
ad. 
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tad mercy on me becauſe I did ir ignorantly? fer I verily 
*Houghr my ſelfe in a way of ſerving borh God and men, in. 
whar 1 did therem. INTL 1c pugheIo | 
+ Iam'nor-unſencible bur that chis alrerarion of choughr-and 
way in me ; though bur:in the poinr of communion, is for rhe 
preſent, matter of offence and griefe to many,whoſe griefe up- 
on this account cannot bur be griefe to me,and whom to pleaſe 
in any thing, in which I ſhould not diſpleate the Lord, would 
be farre more acceptable_to:me, 1 have conſidered alfo,.that 
ſome weak ones will be in danger of ſtumbling and raking hurr 
thereby ; for whoſe ſakes I have been rhe more gradual, iloiy, 
and render in diſcovering and-purting in execution my chatize 
of thoughts in rhis particular, And ir hath been no ſmall rrou- 
ble ro me, (the Lord knowes,) charimy former unadviſedneſle, 
ſhould pur me upon a _neceffity of rutming ſuch hazards.” Bur 
when I have conſidered char rhere is a neceffity upon him thar 
hath gone out of the right way, more or !efle, to returne-into 
It, when he comes to know it and that a man may by no 
meanes make himſelfe acceflary to, a certain evil in bimſelfe, 
ro prevent a contingetit and accidentall'one in anorher: and 
chat the probable dangers in relation to others in upholding ſe- 
paration, are more then thoſe that attend the raking it downe ; 
and that where one miſcarries by the latter, many fall by the 
former: And conſidering alſo, that .I am under a publiſhed 
engagement in one of my Epiltſes, to rerra&t what formerly l. 


have done , upon condition of an after-diſcovery of vanity - 


therein ; I have .thoughr it my dury, nor only romakethar late 
retreat; bur alſo to be as publick in my terurne our of the way 
of ſeparation, as I was in my entrance:intoir': as' judging ir 
not impoſſible, bur rhar.God in time may make ufe of this des 
claration to-lead. or ar leaſt ro keep as many and many more 
out of the way of ſeparation, then ever my former writings 
for ſeparation, led into ir. However having herein done what 
T judged my dury, I ſhall 'commir the iflue and ſuccefle ts 
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.muchmorero-perfivade others to. joyne with me therein , 1: 
ſhall through Gods alfiſtance endeayaur theſe rwo, things.  * 
x; Totake downe thoſe Arguments by which -1 once. er 
 - .deavoured ro build up; Separation, NE eg WY 
/ 2,” Propoſe fome Arguments to evince the lawfulneſſe of 
Church-communion betweenche godly, borh Pedobaprilts and 
Anabaprilts,/and the unlawfylneſle of denying rheir communi- 
bn one vithianother upor-accqune of their. baptiimall 'diffe- 
rence,” In-the. doing of which;, Iſuppoſe, I ſþall-have occafion 
to-confider:alt char 18. conſiderable; on rhe.orher h-nd, either of 
Arguments or Obje&ions. Which done, I hope will be of good 
uſe rocure and prevent the evill of Separarion of godly trom 
g6dly-upen other accounts alio as well.as this, © _ 
- iQ 19 - Y " PLES Fs 
FFT? TT T5 | * , 

 * .* &My fix former Arguments for Separgtion, . 
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Þ=% E-would:here give norice,.thatmy fix Argrments, for- 
4-merly..publiſhed;cin countenance of Separation; of podly 
From "godly. upon: the account of Infant Bapriſme, are lai 
-doyne for:the moſt parr rather Morive-wiſe , then Argument- 
wile ; and doe notrationally conclude the thing for which they 
_ e&rebroughr; 1 ſhall therefore confract, and reduce. them in 
the vel of their frengrh;inra form of Argument, and then diſ- 
(Gaver in what reſpeds. they are Iinconcludenr. of the poſition 
Prorugs Separatien ,.; hich ſhould have been proved by 
- Tea Fir Atgunient) for-Separation,. is to this effe&. 
% iThols Ehurch&s+ may inot.; be ;held communion with, jn 
_ "Moſconflinnionuch apart of che fo.ndarion of. © hriſtipn 
| "Ubirehevasche dodrine i of -Baptiſme mentioned Heb. 6..2. 


-> Bietuc ere beſt of he Churches of che Pedabaprts 
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therein accorduw to the beſt of his underſtanding, -andas. F: 
much as in him lies, ro endeavour tha it: be: built according ro. 
the pattern in the Mounr; I'mean the Scriptures ;.and. thay no- 


Art of the foundation through is detaulc be [fc our ;. I eaſily 
rant and (till atlert. Bur that that parr of the founJatiomwhich 
conſiſts in the doQrinz of Bapti mz, mencionzd Heb..6, 2715 
wholly wanting in the Churches ot the Pedobapritts,I doe de- 
ny : or if there be tome'parriof it wan ing urchem 3 yer rhag 
ſuch aparciall defe& is any ſufficient ground of ſeparation from 
them, I doe alſo deny, and4 thall here offer ſomthing co-thew 
tha It 15 a grear miſtake ſo to-think. | 
1. That part of the foundation which conſiſts ,un the 
[ doftrine ' of Baptiſme,isnor torally wanting in che Afſemblies 
of the godly Pedobapriſts, For abour the | doftrie | of Bap- 
rime, the Pedobapriſts doe agree with the Anibapciſts in ma- 


ny weighty points, though they ditfer imſame orher, 1. They 


borh agree that warer Baptiſme is an ordinance inſtituted by 
the Lord. And 2. Tobe continued in the uſe of it to the end 
of the world. 3. Thar'al{'that are conyerted from-another to 
the Chriſtianreligion and profeſſion; ought. upon fuch copver- 
fion, to be baprized, as thoſe whoſe:Bapnime- afrer faith is re- 
corded in Scripture were. 4. That to be baprized is apro- 
feiſed putting on of Chriſt, and thar Baprifme is a:badge of 
_Chiilts profeſſed Diſcs les,- diſtinguiſhmg tliem from ſuch-as 
| doe not own Chrilt, 5; Thatall thar are baprized, are thereby 
obliged to ceaſe living any'more toſm; bur'are bound thereby 
-tolive a newand holy life unto God,. 6, That all the Diiciples 
of Chriſt ought actually to be under this ingagement, - In all 
: theſe they both agree, 7: As the one hold chemſelves ;aftual- 
ly engaged to the lawes of Chriſt by their Baptiime aftet faith, 
ſo.doe the other by thar which rhey account afufficient 
 tiſne, though received before faith;' 8.As rhe one'doe the 
things.ro which Goſpel-Baptiſme does oblige, ſo-doe the 0- 
ther. Althovgh then the Pedobaptiits. be: ſupprſed, ro-be de- 
fe&tive in the do&rine of Bapriſme in relation-rq; ſome. of che 
. ſubjeRs of ir, ( and'ir is bur ſome): and' likewiſe: in relation to 
- the. fot of adminiſtration ; yer agreeingin-{o. many of ho 
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* * fubſtanciall parts of the do&trine of Baptiſm as is before men- 


rioned ; we cannot ſay juſtly , that there is an utter failer in 


-  themasto thisparr of the foundation. There are wo parts of 


the do&trine of Baptiſme ; che one concernes the putting away 
of the filth of the fleſh ; the other the anſwer of a good conſcience 
towards God, by the reſurrettion of Chriſt from the dead. If they 
are defective 1n that part of the dotrine which concernes the 
putting away che filch of the fleſh , yer they are orthodox and 
found 1nthar _u which concernes the anſwer of a good con- 
ſcience towards God.z which according tothe Apoſtle, is the 
greater and better part, 1 Pet. 3.21. A partiall defe&, and 
rhat too in the leſler part of he fnhain » does not make a 


. nullicyin it; no more then the want of a hand, or an eye, or a 


leg, makes a man-to be ,no-man, And if a woman ſhould ſepa- 
rate from her husband when wanting any of theſe, upon pre- 
rence that he 1s no man, ſhe —_ not be held innocenc, 
Defe&s in and abour holy things, though great and notable,doe 
not alwayes cauſe. a privation of the ends of the holy things 
themſelves. The manner of Jacobs obtaining the bleſſing, was 
preatly defeRive,/and full of finfull mixture , bue yer did nor 
nullifie the bleſſing it ſelfe. Ic was a great defe& inthe Office 
of high Prieſtheod, when God would have but. one high Prieſt 
at one time, and him during lite, ( N»m: 35. 25, 28. Heb.7, 
23) for mento ſer up two, or elſe ro make an anuall ele&i- 
on: (Jeb. 11. 495-51: & 18. 13. Atts 4. 6.) buryer who- 
ever thought for all char, rhar all.the adauniſtrarions, of ſuch an 
high Prieſt were nullicies, and that no body was the better for 
- 2. Ics agreati miſtake. likewiſe, to think thar every partiall 
defe&t in the foundation of a. compleat Church conſtitution, 
is a ſufficient ground of ſeparation, For | 


1. Its very probable that ſomething of that which is com< - 


prized inrhe'doctrine of Bapriſme, a part of the foundation 
Heb, 6.is wanting (as it was enſoyed in the primicive Church) 


inthe beſt conſiituted and well ordered Church ar this day in 


the world:; Fort when,the Author of that Epiſtle ſpeakes of the 
dodtrine of | Baptiſmes | in rhe plurall number, what can we ſo 
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reaſonably underſtand by ir, befides the Baptiſme of water, is 
the Bapciſme of the Spirit ? And however all-chat are Chriſts, 
have his Spirit, ( Rim: $, 9. Gal. 4.6: ) yer I have'as 1 think 
elſe-where rendred ir probable from Mar. 3. vr: Atts 1:5, 
& 2. 3.4. & 11. 16. compared, that the Baptiſm of the Spt- 
r1t, was a priviledge peculiar to the primitive tunes, and is ' 
no6.now enjoy2d by any rhar we know of: Wherem-alto Iknojy 
I have the concurranc judgement of many of the'Baprilts at + 
leaſt. So thac irs probabte, all Churches 'this 'dxy"in being; as 
well of the Anabapriſts a8 of che Pedobapriſts, are wichour this. 
part of the foundation, | 
. .2. Its as probable likewiſe that chis Church of the He-- 
brews, of at leaſt the Hebrew Church-at: Jeywfolem, which was 
che firſt Chriſtian Chbtth in che wotſd, itvihany of the mem: 
ers of. it, Wete withottt another yart"of the foundarian men- 
tioned Heb: 6. except the dod&rine-concertiing it; and thar is. 
that of 1gying on of hands, By which underſtanding (according 
ro the uſuall and moſt commonly received interpretation.) the 
unpoſi;ton af hands upon haprized Diſciples: it} order totheir 
receiving.the holy Ghoſt, there's good caule ro concerve thay 
many in thar Church never hid hands layd'on them for that 
end. -For,I conceive no man will think that che Apoltles, much 
tefle any othzrs,did lay their hands upon wy Jiſciples for their 
receiving the holy Ghoſt cillthe day 'of Pencicoſt, \in which: 
they themſelves received it, And'rhe holy Ghott' being chen- 
given to all the Diſcipfes rher/and there in being, and-that in 
an extraordinary meaſute as well xs manner'; (- As! 2.) I con-- 
ceive that no,ggan will think that the Apoſtles or others did -af- 
rerwards lay their hands 6h any 6 thoſe Difiptesfor thair re- 
ceiving of he holy Ghoſt, whit they hid uSonſuch excellent 


rermes already. And yer of thefe was that Chutch' firſt found- 
: gd, unto whom the neiv converts were afterwards: added. 
So that the firſt Ch:iſtian Church inthe firſt'conſtirurion of it, 


* 
.- 


was( inall appearance of rea%n) wholly withour-thispfrt of 
che fo':ndation which 1s called one of the fix principles' of the 
doQrine of Chriſt, and afrerward ſo remiined in that parr of tt 


of which it was fi rſt formed, 'The like, I ſuppoſe, may bez _ 
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of the firſt Chriſizan Chutch of.che Gentiles ar Ceſarea; Aﬀts 
x0;Who received the-holy Ghoſt in like manner. as the firſt 
Hebrew-Church did, As 22.75 1 i 110en 
If thenthe yant or abtence of any chough alefler parr of the 
foundaridnnentioned. Heb: 6: were a ſufhicient ground or tea-- 
16n,of-ſepgation from a Church in whofe confticution tuch 
part, iswanting, tben it had. -beem the , dury of ch2 three thou- 
ſand;ia#}s 2,41. to have-keptiara diſtance; from the hundred 
and-tventy Difciples, un ftead:of being. added £o-themy/! fince 
one-part of that! formgation:unths letrer of ir 3:was not to be 
found th their confticurion. And if neither the want of one of 
che Bapriſmes ;-2ar chenvint of laying on of hands, both -which 
are part of che. fomttlacion-mentioned;Heb. 6. be n> ſufficienc 
eund'of feparariong it paſles: my 5kill,1 confeſle, ſince Icons 
redatz toevincea defectin, yea:or a meer zyant of the.ex- 
cerrall-part: of che doctrine: of Baptifme,'to-be ai juſt ground 
of- ſeparation or deniall of communion, when-«tuch detect or 
wanuproceeds not from a diiobedient will, bur:from am'errour 
inJudgement coupled with anupright heart and ſoundnafle of 
faichin\the\mayne principles of the Goſpel. And I-wouldipra 
our Brerhren:thar irumay be confidered;. whete: the. Lord hath” 
commanded ſeparation or deniall, of communton any. mare for 
the want of the one, then for the want of the other ; and that 
we. make no:ſuch haſt ro wirhdraw from our brethren; 'unlefle. 
God had bid-us:rodoe fo; '. | ted olonttee 
It will be ſufficienefor us to followthe Lord, and -t6 with- 
draw when he withdraws : bur ir do2s not become us to 'goe 
before him, and ro withdraw where he abides. Where Chrif 
the only toundation.is fincerely held in the mayne dodarines of 


Juſtibcarion and Sandtification:, there the:Lord dwells inthe 


grace of his preſence, Joh. 6. 56. 3'Joh; 4) 125 16. ) though” 
otherwiſe there may be ſome ſpors of deformiry and blemithes 
in reſpect of the externall. form of his:houſe-as well as i-the 
converſation orherwiſe. And if Goil can dwell there and yer 
not approve of ſuch defe&s by:hispreſence-with them, ſo may 
us ſervants too. The Lord vouchſafes his preſence inſuch 


-Churches, in order to their help andhealing, and fo-ſbould his 


ſervants. . 


A: RetraG ation of Separation: 
ſervants. An honeſt man will not refuſe. his. wifes ſociety,.be- 
zauſe.of ſome bodily or morall inirmities, as long, as'the is 
loyall ro him in the mayne , but by his-cantinuance-with her, 
endeavour her help and cure. Gs COTTRELL ERIED 
 Irs'rrue ; ic would be more atceptable: andi'pleaſant r6 
well-growne Saints, to be yoked in their communion, only 
with ſuch as are full of ſpiricuall health and beauty, As'ir can- 
nor bur be choughr rhac ic would be -a thing. more delightful 


ro Chriſt-Jeſus, ro converſe onely with creatures of an/Anges 


licall perfe&tion, if he had hor healingework to dog;" Buri 


Chriſt thould pleaſe himſelfe in che one;*whar would become I 


of us ?and if the beſt of Sainrs ſhould pleaſe themſelvevin the 
otheri; what would become of the ſpiritually weak and fickly } 
Bur behold chus ir is wricren,and ting is our parterni * Wee they 
that are ſtrong, ought to beare the unfirmities of the weake,' and 
not to pleaſe oxr ſelves ;'—— for even Chriſt pleaſed not him- 
ſelfe, &c, ( Rom: 15. 1, 3.)' You may know what's 'moft ac- 
ceptable and unacceprable ro the Lord hereabour, by-higcom- 
plainr, Ezck, 34. 4. The difenſed have je not ftrengthertd ; 


- neither have ye healed that which was fick., 'nether have ive © 


bound up that which was broken, neither have brought dba ve 
that which was driven away , neither have- ſought that which 
was loſt, Separating from them 15 nor. the. way. to cure them, 
If they bave bur a ſpirituall being ; thac Which will bur dens 
minate them ne creatures : well may their miſtakes andin- 
firmicies put chem under the greater neceſſity of your help, 
and you under the greater obligation of abounding ſo much the 
more in your tender, compaſſonate, and dihygent applications 
for their increaſe in ſpiricuall lighr,healch,and Rirengrh,bur are 
farre from priviledging _= to: withdravwy your 'communian 
from them. For God hath tempered the body together, having 


ven more abundant hour to that part which lacked ; that 


there ſhould be no ſchiſme in the bedy, 1 Cor: 12, 24, 25. 
Second Argument for Separation, thus ;. 


| Ifthe primitive believers afſociated themſelves in Church- 
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' commuryon: of bur ſuch as ere baptized after 
fon of faich , then we may nor, Bur the primitive be 


did allocizie chemſelves.in Church-communion wich, nope e bur. 


ſuch; as ere baprized- X tg profeſſion of faith. Ergo: . 
 eAvnſw. 1 doe acknowledge thar all ſuch ney per- 


ſons_then in ons, as the Framing belizvers would not have 
or had nor communion With,, we may not. new: have communi-- 


-on je their like ; and that what. was 4 xeaſon unco-them-rior 
tote" communu ih ſuch, ought to be a geaſen co tsof our 
ommunion Tt parg "And y 7et 1 utterly d eny the con- 

,  Tequerice ef the Major 1420 tion ; Ic will nge folloyy thar be- 
 Gauſe the primitive þclievers bad communion Pk nons bur 


ſuch as.yere baptized after faith, rhersfoce y ES Won a go 
ter, Pio 


minion with none. bur. fuch 25 are prized 
faich, And the, reaſon. of the jncon us, Fake z, frs 
difference of perionschenand now, There 15.2 great Y; iS 
inthe qualification of the perſons thar had no Bapriſme, and fo 
mo Churcli-communion then, and many of REES that haye 
be = after Re ate Ms 
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A RetraSation of Separation. 


the faine nature ; thar is confiftent with godlinefſe as well as 
theirs, there's no reaſon to think it would have caſt them out 


of communion then when the looke of fuch a ching in other like 


caſes, was fo diftaſtfull rothe holy Apoſtle. 

3; When the Apoſtle comes to lay downe and ennumerate 
the cauſes and rhings for which communion with a profeſſor of 
Chriſtianity 18 ro be refuſed, there is none of them of a lower 
nature or lefle demerir , then ſuch as doe exclude a man the 
kingdome of God, as 1s evident by comparing 1 Cor: 5. 11, 
with Chap. 6. 9, 10. as by the meer reciting of the words will 
wppeare. 1 Cor: 5. 11, But now I have written unto you, not 
to keep company, if any man that ts called a brother be a fornica- 


tor, or coverons, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an 


extortioner, with ſuch an one, 10'not to eat. That every one of 
theſe crimes debarre a man the kingdome of God is evident 
by 1 Cor: 6. 9g, 10. Know ye net that the unrighteozs ſhall not 
inherit the kingdome of God ? Be not deceived : neither fornica- 
tors, nor 1dolaters, nor adulterers, —ner covetous nor drunkards, 
wor revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdome of Gad, 
And where ever withdrawing from, avoiding or reje&ing of a 
profeſſor of the Goſpel , is enjoyned the Chriſtian 9. 2onh 
you will fill finde 1t ts either for crimes of a morall nature, 
either in kinde or end, or herefie ; but never for miſpriſion of 
Judgment about Ordinances, and marrers of doubtfull diſpura- 
tion among the Saints, Peruſe for this 2 Tim. 3. 1.--5. 1 Tim. 
6. 5. Rows: 16. 17,18. 2 Theſſ: 3.6. 11, Tit, 3. 10, 11. By 
ought then that can be gathered from the Apoſtles writings, 
anerrour of that nature which is charged upon the Pedobap- 
tits, would not have deprived godly perſons of the communi- 
on of Saints in the Apoſtles dayes. Which 1s a thing ſeriouſly 
tobe laid ro heart by them that are acceſlary to the keeping 
up a ſeparation, contrary to the doQrine, cuſtome and exam- 
ple of the primitive rimes, 


Third Argument for Separation , runs thus. 


None are in a regular capacity of holding Church commu- 
D nion 


A Retrafiation of Separation. 


nion with a particular Church, who*are not regularly. vieble 
members of the univerſall Church. - :- ;: | 


- Bur none bur. ſuch as are baptized after faith, which the 
Pedobapriſts are nor, are regularly yiſible members of the uni- 


verſall Church. Therefore &c. re ole, 
eArſw, That none are in a regular capacity. of communion 

im a particular Church, who are not viſtibly members of the u- 

niveriall Church, 1 readily grant. And as to that clauſe which 


tpeakes of mens being regularly viſible members of the, uni- 


verſall Church,I ſay thus much : Thar none can he vibly mem- 


bers.of the univeriall Church, bur to farce as they are 0, they . 


are regularly ſo : for no irregularity whatſoever as ſuch, can 
contribute. towards the vil:biliry of a mans. Church-member- 
ſhip, but obſcure. it. Ir is very trug, that there may. be more 
of regrlancfle in the viſibility of omes univerſall Church- 
memberthip, then in: others ; and ſo proportionably. more of 
vieibleneſſe..; brr where ever there is this viſibleneſle- in a 
greater or lefler degree, there is io much regularneſle of that 
vidbility, LID TR Hes” 

Having ſaid thus much by way,of conceſſion to the major 
propoſition, and that much for the explication of an 1mpertt- 
nent expreſſion touching the regular vitbilicy of univerſal 
Church-memberihip, I come now to deny the Minor propo- 
ſition which does affirm, that none but ſuch as are baprized 
afrer faith, are regularly viGble members of the umyerſalt 
Church : and doe affirm, that the godly Pedobapriſts are viſ- 
bly members of the univerſall Church , though not baprized 
afrer profeil'on of faith : and being ſo, have right to particular 
Church-member(bip. | 

Whatever it 1s that gives us ground to judge any of. the Pe- 
dobaprifts godly, or men fearmng God, makes their univerſal 
Church-memberiip viſible; For there are no godly men or 
holy men, who are not members of Chriſts body ; and conſe- 
quently for the ſame reaſon for waich we judge any godly, 
ve muſt judge them- of the body or Church of Chritt,. if we 
doz bur know and underſtand what we judge. Bur rouching 

e viſibility of the univerſall Church-memberſhip of the go. 
/ 
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ly Pedobaptifts, and of their right ro communion in patticular 
hurches thereby, I thall have occaſion:to ſpeake more parri- 
cularly and fully in my firſt Argument for generall communion 
among Saifis, andtherefore ſhall-fay no more of ut here , bur 
referte/you thither. tore eld : 


Fourth! Argument for Separation , ftands thus : * 


::-1f accordingito GopÞel order, all Chrifts Diſciples ought 
frſt ro be baptized betore chey. be-admirced- unto, Churck- 
communion, then the godly Pedobapriſts, although the-Difci- 
ples of Chriſt, not being baptized; cannor be admutred co ſuch 
communion, without breach of Gaſpel order. | 
/ Bur'according to: Goſpel order, all Chriſts Diſciples ought 
firlt'to be''baprized: before they be 'admitred: unto. Church- 
communion. ['Therefote:&c.,- 1 Ee” 
 Anſw,'T freely grantwith all my heart thar ir is the order 
of Chriſt Jeſus inche Goſpel that his Diſciples ſhould firlt be 
baprized before they defire. or:claime communion ina particu- 
far Church : For baptizing is that: which next followes diſct- 
pling according both roche' Commiſſion: of- Chriſt, Har. 28. 
19.and the conſtant recorded praice of the primitive times, 
And fo farre the Argument holds good, thac it any godly Pe- 
dobaprif# or other Diſciple of -Chriſt,, ſhould defire Church- 
emmanion before he'1s-:baprized as Chrilt ould have him 
baprizedjrhaving opportunity of being fo , he Thould therein 
Dake himſelte a rranjoreflor of that order, And: yet for all that 
It wit nor follow bur thar the godly Pedobaptiſts may be ad- 
mitted to. Church-communion by the Anabaptiſts , without 
ape Goſpel order:on their part: that doe,ſq admic 
Fog + Bf 3 hf 93 Bets he ty ere 1 972 g3 fag of 
 Ardrherefore 1:diſtinguiſh-upon that-phraſe| without breach 
of Gofpel.ordey |'mentioned inthe cloſe of the conſequence of 
the Major propoſition, as ir relates 'to rhe admillipn of. the 
bodly Pedobiprifts ro: communion. .1, AS$-it, reſpefts the per; 
lons themſelves to be-admitred;,the propghtion 154rug ; upoy 
ſuppoliti2n'thatithe godly Pedobapxiſts thould,;proye not i9 
''s | D 2 2 
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be baptized, then ic would be a breach of the Goſpel order 
aforeſaid on their part, ro claime Church-communion betore 
they are baptized. Bur 2. 1f chat paſlage | cannot be 'ad »'tred to 
ſuch communion without breach of Goſpel order | bz underſt>od 
as reſpecting the Anabapritts as perſons admitting ; then I con» 
ceive the conſequence of rhe Major propftion 18 falſe , and 
chat it will be no breach of Goſpel _ on their part to ad- 
mir ſuch ro thetr communion, bur indeed a conforming to 
and a fairhfull obſerving of Goſvel order, vifable an ocher parts 

of the New Telſtamenr to to doe, Fur 
There is no Go'pel order that 1 know of, thar enjoynes bap- 
rized beli:vers in no cale to admir believers that are nor bap- 
tized, into their commumon : and where there u no 1aw there 
xo tranſgreſſion, Rom: 4. r 5. And if Chritt have made-no-tuch 
law, Iam fure it will not become us to make any ſuch; -When 
I formerly builr up that way of Separation which now Tam la- 
bouring to rake downe , my ſoule made diligenc ſearch for 
ſome Scripture forbidding rhe baptized ro hold communion 
With unbaptized believers, And among all which I thought 
looked thar way, ſat.” 28.19. 1s the chiefe, Got reach or diſ- 
Ciple all natrons, baptiz.mg them. Which being; againe looked 
Into, I finde thar all char can be gathered from it hereaboue is 
onely this; that Chriſt would have at thoſe to: be baptized, 
that ſhould be made Diſciples; or at molt to be baprized next 
after cicgng, Theſe words .contaihe onely a law ab5ur diſct 
pling and bapr1zing, bur nothing ar all about communion : they 
enjoyne what ſhall be done in the one » bur forbid nothing of 
be done in the other. As for che Ditciples after behaviour, I 
1s concerned in the next words following, ver. 20. Teaching 
them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 have commanded you, 
viz: toteach them, If then it did appeare that the Lord com- 
manded his Apoſtles ro teach the Diſciples when once bapti- 
zed, nor to admur any __—_— Diſciples of his rorhetr com- 
munion inno caſe, then indeed it would be unlawtul for them 
ſo to doe, Bur tilt that do apveare, we had need to take heed 
of making voyd another command of the Lord, char we might 
eſtabliſh our own cradition inſtead of his command, in _ | 
f, 
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Obj. But is not the conſtant order which the primitive Sainrs 
obſerved, a Copel order ? and yas ic not their conttanc order 
withou: io much as once varying it, to receive onely ſuch into 
Church-fcll>wikip and communion, as were before baptized ? 
Atts 2.41. 1Cor: 12, 13. And would it not then be a viola- 
tion of .uch Goſpe! order to doe otherwiſe nov ? | 

eAnſ». I doe nor know bur tha: it was their conſtanc order 
asc0 marrer of fact ro receive only baptized Diſciples in:o 
Church-commumon: nor do 1 think bur that under the circum- 
Rances of chetr caſe, what rhey did in that kinde, was a Coipel 
order ; and that under the ſame circumſtances to doe otherwiſe 
now, would be a viokation of Golpel order. And yer for all 
that, this their primicive order of non-admitſton of unbaprized, 
does not-binde up the Anabaprtiſts ro a not-admilſion of the 

odly Pedobaptiſts to their communion, where the ſame rea- 
of non-admitſion is nor in b2ing. | 

For it 15 nor the meer fact and literall practice of the primi- 
tive Saints ſimply conſidered,that is now binding ro us; but the 
reaſon of it. Men thar are not under the ſame reaſon of count- 
ing nothing which they pollefle their owne, are not under rhe 
ſame obligarton of ſelimg their poſſeſions and parting with 
them , as the primitive Saints were, Afts 4. Nay which is 
more, this 15 not only true in reſ-eR ofpradtice and example, 

but of ſome precepts alſo : rhere were ſome precepts which 
were binding to them then, which are nor ſo among us now, 
and that upon this very. groun, becauſe.the reaſon of them is 
not in bz mg to us as it was torhem, As for example, Mat. 6, 
17, 18. But thouwhen thou faſteſt, annoint thine hea4 and waſh 
thy face, that then appeare not anto men 1» faft, This thoveh the 
exprele command of + hriſt ro his Diſciples, yer is nor bind- 
ing to us in the [errer of ir, becauſe the cuſtome of the places 
where thoſe Diicr- les lived and ve now live.do vary fomuch, 
as that the reaſon of the precepr world be croffed thould the 
ſetter of it b: obſerved. And furely it is for like reaſon that 
we doe mt hold the holy kiſs, ( 1 7 he(- 5. 26.) and the wa'h- 
ing of Sainrs feer, ( J-þ» 1.3. ) and ſome other rhings of hike 
nature, though expreſsly:en;oyned, tobe ſo obliging ro us _ 
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the primitive Saints, And yon what other ground'elſe could 
the 120 Diſciples ( Atts 1.) be any more excuſed from havins 
hands laid-ea them, ( ſuppoſing ir: mir ſelfs a duty 1h thoſe 
rimes- 25-part of the foundacion Heb: 6.2. ) then orher primi. 


tive Saints, but onely that the:end ; and reaſon! of ithyas nor in 


being to them, as it was to others, Upon hike ground'cherefors 
I think we may ſafely.conclude ,'that 1ft the primirtve* Saints 
reaſoniof not admitting unbaprized perſons to their communi- 
on, be not"our reaſon, or.is.not ifi-being wo'us in relation+to'rhe 
godly Pedobaprilts, : themtheir practice cannor be.our birding 
p:eſidenr, nor-our. literall variation; a morall vioſari6n of theit 
order, | mr bet: $9 DI viviCn 
See we then whether-the reaſon of the primitive Saints ad- 
micting.onely. baptized Diici; les to-rhetr communion,be a rex 
ſon to 45 tocexclude, the godly: Pedobapritts; or rather wherhe? 
it be not a binding reaſon ro-tis why: they ſhould be” admitted 
ro communion; i © Ihe 7 40 
_-- The reaſon of admitting ſuch-and ſuch onely as they did-rs 
the. communion of:Saints;-meſt needs/be tharr appearatice ts 
he-Saifits : The ſazntly qualification of the-perſoh, muſt negtls 
be-the adequate. reaſon of his-adinitſion to Saints communion; 
-When thole” in» Gharch-comnunion were {till ſtiled'Saints in 
the inſcriptions of the Epifiles ſent them, they received that 
denomination from. that which. was the ground and reaſon of 
their communion. | See;;kom; 117; 71.1 Carr 1.2, Epheſi x57 
Blyl; 1. x, Col: 1. 14; The reaſontherefore.-why theyatmitred 
baptized and onely-baptized ro'their-communion'in the/primi: 
five times, was. becaiiſe they had reaſon to eſteem. ſuch and 
onely ſuch for Saints. Any man:that ſhould then have refuſed 
Baptiſme, (: ſuppoſing ho conſcientious ſctupleabour it-then in 
being among the Saints): it would have1beert and indeed wis 
argymgnt-ſpHcieng againſt his Saintſhip or being a' cordial 
Diſciple of Chrilt, .To.deny Chriſt-and to deny to be baptized 
in his name,was much the ſams thing then. Upon which ground 
the refuſing, ot not deſiring of Bapriſme 11, whomſoever found; 
yas ground'tothe-Saints then to refuſe orhor defirercommuntis 
on-Winhghem: And ps.ft,zvap, then, ſoit its, nowigulike cafe: 
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where the want of a regular Baptiſme now, is as much an argu- 
menr of no grace as 1t_ was .1n the frinuve times, there ft 1s as 
much an argument of non-communton with iuch perſons now 
as then, . EP | BO Yet, 
But where the, want of any thing which belongs to a regular 
Bapriſme, 15 no argument of non-Saintſhip, there I think 1c can 
be no argrment of non-communion with Saints. They having 
that ugon which rhe. communion of Saints is founded ( to wir, 
Saintſhip ) muſt. needs have a right ro the communion ir ſelfe. 


If bapt1ſme mn the primitiye times was a treaſon ſtbordinately | 


of communien as 1t was/an argument. of Saintihip, then by the 
rule of contraries, the want of it can be no argument againlt 
communion, bur as ſuch, a want 1s an argument of non-Sain:- 
ſhip, Of this more afrerwards, . 

© But: moſt certain 1t 1s.chat the want of regular baprtiſme, 
which 1s laid to the Pedobapriſts charge; 15 no argument of 
non-Saincſhip in many of them; it proceeding not from want 
of a ſincere love to Chriſt; of which love many of tnzw have » 
_ givenatyample teſtimony otherwiſe both in doing and ſuffering 
for him, but meerly.from want of light in the thing ; they pro- 
feſſing ( and I believe in good earne{t ) rhar if they did nor 
believe they were baprized already, it ſhould be onz of the 
firſt things they would ſeeke opportunitte to doe, to become 
baptized. You.ſee then upon what ground the primitive pra- 
Qice of holding. communion with none bur baptized Diſciples, 
is not binding to us bur in like cales, 

But what ever the other. was, to be ſure this was a Goſpel 
order among the primitive Saints, the morall reaſon whereof 
does as well oblige us as them ; to wit , Saints holding com- 
munion with ſuch in whom there was the appearance of Saints, 
notwithſtanding all ignorances, errings, and miſtakes o'her- 
wiſe. And why any of our brethren (kould have their eye fo 
much upon that other piece of Goſpel order, and overlooke 
this, and not thinke themſelves as much and much more obli- 
ged by this then thar, eſpecially conſidering that there 18 pre- 
cept upon precext as well as preſident in this caſe , bur nor ſo 
in the other , I am ſure I ( not to-ſay they, ) can give 15 good 
realon, Bur of this more afterward, [1th 
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A Retra&ation of Separation.” 
: Fifth Argument for Separation comes out thus, 


If Baptiſne bear the ſame relationto the Supper of the Lord, 
as Circumciſion did to the Pafſeover, then no unbaprized per- 
fon may be admitred to the Supper of the Lord, becauſe none. 
uncircumciſed might be admirced to the Paſleover, | 
Bur Baptiſme does bear the ſame relation to the Supper of 
the Lord as Circumciſion did to the Pafleover, Therefore. 
eAnſw. 1 ſhall not inſiſt upon the undermining the baſis 
of this propoſition, by aflerring that Circumciſion was nor in 
all caſes abſolutely previoſly neceflary ro communion in the 
Paſleover : as in x 4. caſe of women, who were communicants 
in that ordinance though not circumciſed : and likewiſe in the - 
caſe of neer forty yeares intermitſion of Circumciſion in the 
wilderneſle ; in which time there was one -Paſſeoyer, to be 
ſure, if not many more : for I have that which will be more {a 
risfacory then this, . 2 a 
I ſhall therefore deny the Minor propofition:Bapriſme does 
| | not beare the ſame relacion ro the Lords Supper, as Circumci- 
| fion did to the Paſſeover, Thar relation which Circumciſion 
did bear tothe Paſſeover , as to make the former a neceſſary 
ualification in a perſon'for the enjz2yment of the latrer,. was 
hs relation of an expreſle command of God, makine the one 
ſo neceſlary in relation co the other, as that the Lord did ex- 
preſsly prohibit any uncircumciſed male to eat thereof, Exod. 
12.48. But now the New Teſtament affords us no ſuch ex- 
preſle Law prohibiring communion in the Lords Supper to ſuch 
as upon any account are not baprized. 

I doe acknowledge indeed that the New Teſtement does 
1mplicicly enjoyne Diſciples of Chrift to be baptized before 
they participate in the Lords Supper ; but not ſo as to make the 
latter a&, to wit, communion in the Supper unlawfull without 
the former. Though Baptiſme be enjoyned to be received in 
irs proper place and ſeaſon, yer all other after duties of Chri- 
ſtianity are not forbidden in caſe the other ſhould unknowing- 
ly or for want of anaturall or morall opportunity be deferred 


or 
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- er omitted. If a man omits one rome duty, as not knowing 
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ico be his dury, or as thinking he hath already done ic , when 
he hath not,'2© will nor follow; char he is hereupon bound co 


omicall other after duties which he knowes and acknowledg- 
«th robe his.dutie...I is as much the ducy of Pedobapritts to 


+. be p; yard, greateſt parc of the prayers they make, 


"the 


apters they: read, the, Sermons they hear, in order to 
cheir growth 'in grace already 40-4"00 pf is for them to be 


| baprized before they, parriczpare in the Supper ; and: yer whs 
wil y thar:it 1.2 fi Fe hw ike 


| | to pray, to read,or to heare the 
word for fuch an end ? And if ic be not aſin for them to doe 


. theſe duties for their. growth'; why ſhould ic be their fin to 


have communion 1n thgSupper for the ſame end ? fince there 
is as much reaſ6n to lay afide the one; as to forbear the ocher, 
upon the forementioned.-ground. If they doe fin, their fin lies 


not indoihg thar which they know to be their duty ; bur in 0- 


micring that which is , bur is not knoyme by them o to be, 
And ittheſe duties be lawfull in them ro doe as Chriſtians, 
can-ie- reaſonably be. thought unlawfull for us to joyne with 
themin them ? May we nor joyne with them and hold com- 


- munion wich. them in rhat which is lawfull (being men having 
- the faich of our Lord Jeſus'Chriſt ) becauſe we may nor have 
, communion wich them;or joyne with them in that which is un- 


Tlawfull > Or does our communion with them in that which is 


| good, make us'gui ys their infirmities or miſtakes, efpecial- 


y when they know that we diſallow them ? If this were ſo, 
there would have been no roome for Chriſtian communion b- 
tween the weake and ſtrong Chriſtians m the Apolilzs dayes ; 
the herb-earers and the fleſh-earers ; rhoſe-that were for the 
obſerving of ſuch a day, and. rhoſe thar were nor : thoſe thar 
were fhr circumcifing, and thoſe that were nor. MS 

Ob#.- Bur was not Chriſt as' fairhfull in his houſe, as Moſes 
was in hi<? Heb. 3. 2. If ſo; hath nor he been as pa ricrlar 
and as ſtrict in his lawes for communion, as namely chacnoun- 
baptized per'on ſhould raft of his Supper, as Moſes was in for- 
biddiny the uncircumciſed to ear of the Paſſeover ? 


_ -* eAnfw, Chriſtis and hath been as faichfull in his hovſe, as 


E Moſes 
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Rom. 2. 29. 
Phil. 3, 3» 
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| Aﬀoſes was in his;-bur how ? not in deſcending toſo Many pare 
ticulariries about exrernall ordinances as Ado;es did, bur un de-:. 


claring all chat he had received from his father ro make known, 
Fobn 12. 49, 50.& 15.15; As Moſes wa: farhtatl co the gw 
rent of his Commi:l:on, ſo was Chriſt co che utmoſt laticude of 
his. But then ic will follow, thar if Chriſt hachno where given 


a lay. in like manner,. and upon like rermes, forbidding all un-/ | 


baptized Diſciples commtmion in the Supper, as Moſes did for 
rhe reſtraining of the uncircumciſed from the Paſleover , rhac 
the reaſon is becauſe he-had no ven command from his factier; 
and conſeguently.char ic ts nor the fathers wilt to lay che fame 
reſtraint in the one caſe, as he did in,che other. This1 con- 
ceive, may be an anſver fully ſari-factagyy, to this fafch Argu- 
menr, : Y | Wy 

1 might here have thewed, thar the Nei Teſtament makes 
the Chriſtian Circumciſion;which conſiſts in the pureing off the 
body of the jirs of the fleſh, ( Col: 2. 11.) toanfiver more pro- 
perly to Circumciſion inthe fleſh, then Baptiſme does; and 
conſequently thar as the lirerafl Circumciſion was the bounda- 


Ty of communion im the ofd Teſtament Church, o the ſpiritu- 


all Circumciſion. ts the boundary of communion 1n the New 
Teſtament Church.: No men being to-be knowne or acknojy- 
tedged for Church-members now aſter the fleſh,as by Circum- 
cifion they were wont to be ; but now, if ory wan bein Chriſt, 
he ts a new creature : upon that account to be losked upon as 
one in Chriſt, ('2 Cor: 5. 16, 17. ) As the want thenofare- 
gular Baptiſme_1s an argument that the new creatureſhip 1s 
wanting, ſo farre I ſhall grane the want of ir an argument a- 
oainſt communion with thoſe that want ir , bur no further as I 
ſee. 


Sixth Argument for Separation, 15 to this effe. 


If the praQice of holding communion with ſuch onely as are 
baptized after faith, be more ſafe and more ful of Scriprure 
light and evidence, then the pra&ice of holding communion 
with Pedobapriſts is, then fach 
ſznthen the other, 


2 pratice dra 
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PETE oy the price of holding communion with ſuch onely as: 
ate baprized afrer fairh, is more ſafe, and more full of Scrip- 
rure-light afid evidence, then the'ocher is : Therefore. &c, :.- 
""Axſm.. Here'the Minor is again denyed : Ir is noranore ſafe 
nor more full of Scriprure-lighr and evidence to hold conimu- 
- nionwich ſuch. onely asare bapcized after faith, when in the 
doing of it, communion wich orher godly Chriſtians of diffe- 
rent perſwaſion, 1s rejected, There is no Ceripwre-light or Evi- 
dence for this, -neicher of precepr or example, (as will be fur- 
- ther ſhewed afteryyards) bur is a pratice attended with dan- 
ger and inconvenience. both ro themſelves and others, and to 
affaires of Jeſus Chriſt now abroad in the world, as hath al- 
| ma ſhewed, and needs nor here: to be repeated,” and 
will be further touched on afterward. | 
- And this much ſhall ſuffice for the raking downe of the old 
byilding; which yet indeed was nor old, but new. I ſhall now 
proceed to the erecting of that in its nonto roome, which 
25 T judge, will be more ſubſtanciall, beaurifull, and ſervice- 
able, then the other was. erent 


——_————_— —" 
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Six Arguments for the lawfulneſſe of Church-Communion, 
between the godly Pedobaptiſts and. Anabapriſts, 
© | notwithſtanding ther different perſwaſion 
tonching infant and after Baptiſm. 


L. Argument. 


AE thoſe that are viſibly of Chriſts univerſall body, have 
thereby a right ro communion in particular Churches : 
| bur ſome-which are for infanc Bapriſme, are vihibly of Chriſts 
univerſall body : therefore ſome which are for infant baptiſme, 
have a right to communion in parricular Churches, — 

Before I 'endeayour the proofe of the propoſition, take a 
word for explication of ſome of the termes of it.” 


By the univerfall body of Chriſt, T meane all thoſe thar are 
aQually united to him, and are thereby in an auall and pre- 
E 2 ent. 


A Retrafiation of Separation. 


ſent capacity of bzing ſaved by. him, Thioſe m Scripriire are 
called the bedy of Chrift ; his bedy the Church ; the whole body ;, 
and the-generall aſſembly and C ho of the fare, Eph: 4. 
72, 16. &'r. 22, 23. Col: 1, 18,24. Hed: 
number ſom? are inviſible, and ſme vifible. Of chole thitare. 
invilible, ſome are in the other world, and tome in this. Thoſe 
in this wortd thar are of Ch: ifts body, and vernor viſibly (6, are 
ſ-ch asare united to Chriſt by anternall pricoond have no: yer, 
had opporrunicy ro manifeſt ieby a ſuicable prepoihenond Con- 
verſacion. Thofe are vidibly of this body, whoſe profeflion and 
converſation is dzclararive of this ſpirituall union. And of this 
numb2r are many of theſe -that are- for infant bap:1ime, Thus 
miich for-exvlication-; now. to. our proote. of the propoſi-, 
tion, * ee 4 | | 
It is affirmed in the. Major propofition,, that all thoſe rhat 
are vihibly of Chriſts univerſall body, have thereby a right to 
communion 1n particular Churches, by 
t. The ruth of this is obvious ro' comman ſenſe ; for. what 
can b2 imagined to be ſo eſſentiall ro-communion, as union ? 
In all bo1yes whether nacurall, myſticall, or policicall;comnu- 
nion of parts floives from unionwith the whole. Chriſt being 
rhe common head of Chriſtians, and center of union, hence 1t 
's that all that are unired ro-him, are'\united one to another ; or 
{ according to the Apoſtles phraſe) are member's one of nnother, 
Kom: 12, 5. And being ſo, communion in givingand recei- 
ving mutuall help, is the naturall effe& and common right of 
ſuch union. Ir would .be monſterous in nature ( and can it be 
orhetwiſe in grace) for one niember of the ſame body ro deny 
the communication of comfort ro.the other : No mas ( (ith 
the Apoltle ) ever hated his owne fleſh.,. but nonriſhath and/che- 
riſketh it, as the Lord doth the Church, Eph, 5. 2.9. And does 
the Lord nourith-and cheriſh ſuch becauſe they are his mem- 
bzrs? and ſhall it bz denied amonslt thoſe chat are members 
one o<another ? Cod forbid !. ; hb he: 4 
2, Communion is the end of union, or. that for.che ſake of 


which union is made. Chriſt rooke our nature into union With 


himſelfe, that by communication he might b2come WORun 
PET Righ- 


12.23, Ofthis * 
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Righteouſnetſe, SanAifcarionz and Redemprion to us. And he 
hath kavt rogetber the ſeverall parcs,thar the whole body mighr 
increaſe and be edined Lt that which every joynt ſupplieth by 
the effettnall working of the meaſure of every part, Eph: 4. 16. 


Col: 2.19. And therefore to deny communion ro thoſe among. 


whom there is union, 15 to crofle and fruſtrate che very end of 


union, ... 6g >= *4e . : 

34Thar which is given and belongs ro the whol= body, is 
wen and-belongs to every part. Bur the work, of mmniſtration 
2s the word 1s rendred ) to wit, of the-ordinances of Chrilt, 


z ordained for the edification of the whole body , Eph: 4. 12. 


and conſequently for iyhat! part. All that in common is given 
tothe Church, (as the ordinances as well as other things are, ) 
sgiventoevery one that is Chriſts, as all thoſe are who are 
united to him, 1 Cor: 3, 21, 22, 23. And the paſture thar 13 
provided for the ſheep of Chriſts flock, bzlongs to every one 
that by Chriſt enters into his owne ſheepfold, John 10. g. To 
conclude then ; what berter, ſtronger,or more righrfull claime, 
canany have to communion in a particular Church, then his 
memberſhip in. the univerſall 2 | 


| . 0bj. 1. Againſt this ic may be ſome will obje&;, that unien 


with the Church does not give ſuch a right to communion in 
it,” bur that ſome unworthy and unchriftian behaviour may be a 
juſt barr ro ones communion with the Church, at ſuch time a3 
his union with it, 15 no: denyed. The Apoſtle commands ro 
mchdraw from every brother that walks diſorderly, nor work- 
ing at all, bur walking as a buſie-body ; and yer during the time 
of this withdrawing, he would have ſuch an on2 to be admoni- 
ſhed asa brother, and not connted. as an enemy : and whart 1s 
this lefſe then ro acknowledge himtas yer brother in the uni- 
verſall Church, and yer to deny him communion in their par- 
ticular ſociety ? 2 Theſ: 3. 6—15. EXE 
Avfw. When ſuch ſcandalls in life or doGtrine are found 
na perſon that hath been owned for one of Chriſts Church, as 
does ſo farre contradi& that chriſtian profeſſion by which he 
Was firſt received inro communton with the Church, as to give 
juſt ground of ſuſpition that there as never thar internall uni- 
on 
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A Retra#ation of Separation.” 
on wich Chriſt and his Church, which ſuch profeſſion did ſeem 
ro import; or if there were; that ir hath been ſince diflolyed by 
ſuch an offenſive walking,as is jultly ſuſpetted robe inconfiſtete 
with true grace:I ſay while things are in ſuch a doubrfull'8 ſuf. 
Fictous potture,and in a way of ripening for a tinall judgment of 
che Church abour his cutting off ; tuch a carriage of the Church 
rowatrds tuch a Delinquent, ſeemes moſt ſuitable , asby which 
| he ſhall be declared neither clearly on, nor clearly ofthe 
Church, but hanging in ſuſpence ; as nimely by fuſpent > hitn 
communion as one going off rhe Church if not recovered, and 
yet to be admonithed as a brother nor yer torally caft off. And 
rhis ſeemes clearly ro be the cafe of thoſe whom che Apoſtoli- 
call rule in 2 Theſ: 3. 6=1 5 concethes, But: then chis will 
not be found of force againſt the admithion of ſuch godly Pedo- 
bapriſts ro Church-communton , who hold their ſuppoſed ers 
rour upon ſuch rermes, as does no: at all render thetr ſpirity- 
all and internall union wich Chrift,& ſo with hts Church,juftly 
ſuſpe&ed inthe account of ſober, imparriallz and judictous 
Chriſtians, | | | 
x. The diſorderly walking in 2 Theſ: 3. contrary tothe tra- 
. dition of the Apoſiles, which was to be proceeded againlt by 
wich-drawing from ſuch as were giley of it, was not every dit- 
order thar was contrary to Apoſtolical rraclition or inſtirurion, 
as is moſt evident, For the Apoſtles clearly taught ſuch mens] 
. mighr lawfully be eaten, which ſome ſcrupled, 1 Tim: 4. 3,4, 
5. and likewiſe ſome dayes to be common, which ſome Chri- 
Rtans did count facred, Col: 2. 16, 17. Gal: 4. 10, 11. and 
Circumciſion to be unneceflary,whnch ſame Chriſtians thought 
neceſſary, 1 Cor: 7. 1g. >= 5. 6. and yer for all rhar, altow- 
ed,yea required the admiſſion of ſuch godly Chriſtians ro com- 
munion, who meerly rhrough wea and yant of convidti- 
on, were found in theſe things diſorderly and non-obedient to 
thoſe Apoſtolicall cradirions or inſtitutions, Rom: 14.1.—6, 
&-15.1, 7. Alts 21. | 
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2, The diſorderly gory, f-- 2 Theſ: 3. to be proceeded 
againſt by withdrawing from ſuch as were guilty of it, was of a 
morall nature, and of publick ſcandall to thoſe without as well 
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25 thoſe within the Church, and not matrer of doubtfull diſpu- 
ration among good Chriſtians , as the other rhings were. For 
ſuch was,not. working, and playing the buſie-bodyes,(1 T heſ-4. 
1112. 17: 5.13, 14. 1 Pet: 4.15.) which yet was th? 
ditorder precifely for which the Apoſtle enjoynes withdrawing 
fromin 2 Theſe 3. Yea ic yy an evill of that naore, and 19 
conradi&ious tothe Chriſtiart profeſſion, that according to the 
fame Apoſtles own. account, whoſoever made himſelf2 guil:y 
of ic, denyed rhe faith,and rendred himſelfe worſe then an 11% 
fidell, 1 7:98: 5.8, And therefore no marvell if nor nicer to 


be continued im communion, when the profeiſion and conver- _ 


ſacion, the only viſible witnefle of incernall union , is rendred 
invalid by ſo nghty a contradiction, | 

'Bur-what's this to the godly Pedobaprifts caſe? whoſe ſup- 

ſed errour 15 not of a morall narure, nor of publick ſcandall 
to thoſe withour, nor ſuch as does invalidate rhe refiimony of 
their profeſſion and converſation, as witneſſing their internal 
union with Chrift and his Church ; nor {9 much as rendering 
ic doubrfull, nor juſtly ro be ſuſpe&ed ; but a matrer of doubr- 


,and not of leaſt diſcerning in ſpirituall atfaires. | 

0bj. 2. Ir may be = further objected ; rhat rhough its rrue 
that memberſhip with Chriſt, and m the Church univerſal, 
gives a remote tight to communian in particular Churches, 
yet none can have an immediate right without Baprtiſme after 
faith, that beine the door of encerance int» the Church. 

Tothis I anſiver ; 1. That rhougth-1rs true that Bap:ifme 1s 
neceſſary by way of dury to give a-man. an orderly and com- 
pat righe to particuſar Clnurch-fcllowihip, when hz hath an 
opportunity of beingbaprized, yer it will not therefore follow 
thar its abſolutely neceiſary by way of means or under peml- 
ty, wichour which ſuch fellowſhip amd communion is not to be 


| had, whenthe reaſon of the want of ſuch Bapriſme, is the want 


of opp ortunity to enſoy jt, The truth whereof appears by this 
undeniable reaſon : Bapriſine 1s 1 more necelſary ts Chttch- 
communion, then ir t#to ſalvarion. For hory can the means by 
more neceary to the fubardinare, then it is to. che a 

| end e 


full diſputation among many of thoſe thar are truely godly, 
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end?.If Bapriſme be neceſfary to Church-communion, itisb> | 


cauſe Church-communion is reſpectively neceflary co ſalyar- 
on; for neicher of them would be. necetlary, if no ſuch chi 
were as ſalvation is, to which they both relare, But; now Bay- 
tiſme is neceſſary to ſalvation bur by way of durywhen oppor- 
runity-oCcurs, bur is not neceflary by way of means, ſo as with- 
out Which talvarion 15 nor to be had, when opportunity of doing 
ones duty in this kinde 1; wanting, This-15 our conſtant pro- 
reſtant do&rine, again} che roo much rigidicy-of Popilh.ne- 
celſity. And therefore if Bapriſme be neceſflary to ſalvation bur 
upon luch termes,then ſurely.ir cannot be necetlary ro Church- 
communion upon higher or more {tri& rermes; if any thing 
may be remitted in che ſtrictneſle of che rermes of necefſicy, 
it would rather be as ic.relares to its lefle principull then prin- 
cipall end. op eh TE * 
Bur now that the true-reaſon why the godly Pedobazriſt 
are not baptized after faich, is che want of a morall opporcuni- 
ty, is a thing not ro be doubced, For all che while they re- 
'maine unconvinced that ic is their duty, or ſomuch-as laviil 
for them to beſo baprized, ſo long they are clearly under the 
want of a morall o-portuniry: of receiving ſuch a Bapriſine, 
For they can no more lawhuly be ſo baptized during thz time 
of ſuch diflacisfaRion, then others:can who are ſarished, whill 
they want the opportuniry of health, water, or a meet admiti- 
Krator, !i+- +/--. = | 
It was as much the 1f-aelites duty to be circumciſed befor 
their admiſſion ro. communion in. any part of congregationill 


worſhip, ( the time preſcribed for Circumciſion contidered) 


- as it 15 the duty of blievers to be baptized before admiiſn 
to Church communion, ( yea the Law was'more expreſſe in 
char poynr then the Coſpel is in this, ) and yer for want of vi 
portumity of performing the onz, the other was en;oyed wit 

our it for a certaine ſ:aſon in the wildernetſe. The vant the 

of a morall opportunity of doing rhat which in o:der.of natue 
ſhould goe before, is not a barr againſt the doing of all hat 
which according. to 'common order ſhould follow after ;-fa 
chen.it would as well be unlawfull for the: godly Pedabaprifs 
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A RetraGation of Separation. 
r6proceed ina long continued courſe of hearing, praying, &c, 
for cheir edificarion in the grace- they have received, as ir, 
s would be for chem”ro brexke hread: in remembrance 'of the' 
4 Lords death ; becauſe their bapriſme after poughc as welb 
to precede rhe one as the other. Bur ſurely Tt is not in the? | 
hearr of any tender Chriſtian, to ſuſpend them the exerciſe of 
S theſe, unrill they are ſatisfied rouching the other, And I que- 
, by what layyor rule they come under ſuſpenſion any more 
in the one, then in the ocher ? Their ſuppoſed fin,then, lies nor 
þ. in this; that they breake bread and performe other Chriſtian 
L duti2s before they are baptized ; bur in this, that they omicr 
D Baptiſme afcer the proper ſeaſon of it.- And ic does nor follow 
ay thar commanion-may not 'be held with them-in-char which is 
lawfull;yea their dury,becauſe ir. may not be held-wich them in 
| thac which is their ſuppoſed weakneſſe in omirting a dury: a 
conſent in the one, and a declared difapprebacion of the other, 
may well confiſt,  - - ITN ES 
2, To the obje&ion which' ſuppoſeth internall . union: with 
the Church, ro give only a remote right ro-Church-communt-. 
on, bur Bapriſme rhe immediate righr, 1 further-anfiver thus ; 
> Bapriſme does not of ir ſelfe conſtiure a right to Church-com- 
munion, bur is declaratiye of that which does : ic is the union 
by grace which conftirutes a mans right when made vifible,and 
nor Baprifme otherwiſe rheryas it is'declatarive of this. That 
this is ſo,appeares thus : Wheirſuch a herefie or ſcandalous life 
does occurre a man that hath been baprized, as does torally ob- 
ſcure the grace of tmion, or-declare the non-being of it ; his 
Baptiſme cannot prore& him from being cur off communion 
with the Church, as it would doe, if of 4t ſelfe 1t.did con- 
ſticuce a mians righr, And is there not the fame realon. why the 
involunraty want of regular Baptiſme ſhould nor'deprive aman 
of communion, if the grace of union which does conficure his 
fight ro it b aparently viſible otherwiſe ?- If baptiſme'cannot 
ive a manright-in the abſence of viſible grace; why ſhoutd 
the involuntary want of it deprive Him of ic inthe preſence of 
vitble grace ? ES. T344X 
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the Church : and the Scripture ſaith , that by one Spirit, we are 
all baptized into o e body, 1, Cor; 12.13, Bur how ? Surely not 
by.orzginall conicution, bur by \way of ,Jigne and ſolenuuzai- 
on. Which agrggsto the nature. and uſuall deſcription of Sas 
craments, as they are called, as conſiſting of qucward figne, 
and inward grace : the letter of the ordinance as to this utc of 
i, being bur che Ggne of the ipi;1ruall union and communion 
which by ic is prorefledly declared to be betyeen him tha is 
baptized, and the relt of Chrilts body. So that-mens actual, 
reall, and ſpirkuall union and memberthip wich Chriſt, and {6 
with the Church ( which is the ground of communion ) 1s ſup- 
poied and oughr.ro precede the ſolenmizarion of ic by way of 
hgne. The figne, ro. Wic, Baptiſme wich. water , delivers che 
baptized into the viſible union and commumon of the Church, 
by:pointing to and declaring thgat invvard and ſpiricuall union 
and communion with ir,as thac which gives chem right to out- 
ward and vitble communion, If then the grace of fpirituall 
union w. ch fundamentally gives a man right to Church-com- 
mun'on, may be evidenced and declared by other means wih- 
out regular Bapttſme,(rhough irs every Chriſtians duty to have 
his baptiſme concurre m ſuch declaration, when he hath oppor- 
runity ſo to doe,) it will not folloy then, thar che wane of ſuch 
bapciſme betiding a manthrough unavoydable neceifity in the 
wanr of opportunity , will deprive him of an immediate right / 
to ſuch communion, Burt that the grace of ſpirituall umon 
which many that are for infant baptiſme, have with Chriſt rhe 
head, and his body the Church, is clearly evidenced, rhough 
they not baprized after faith, is that which in the next place I 
am to undertake rhe-profe of.. | | 
My Minor propelition then, was this : But ſome which ate 
for infant bapriſine, are viſibly of Chriſts univerſall body:which 
I prove this. - < | 
1. If thoſe efſentiall and conſtitutive properties and marks, 
by which the viſible members of the primicive Churches which 
were of Chriſts;univerſall -body, were deſcribed and diftir- 
gutthed from thoſe that were-nor, are vikbly in ſome that are 
for infant bapriſme, then ſome thar are for infant baptiſine, 
; | are 


/ 
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are- vihbly of -Chriſts' univerſall body. 
Bur thoſe efſenciall and conſticutive pro-erties and markes 
- by which the viſible members of che prinu:ive Churches that 
were of Chriſts 1iniverſall body , were deicribed and dillin- 
guithed,are viſible in ſome thatare for infant bapriſme, There- 
tore, &C, Ps | 
I ſuppoſe the conſequence of rhe: Ma;or propoſition, will - 
- rot be denyed, viz. rhar if the ſame things waich eflen:ially 


| made the found members of rhe primicive Churches to be vi- 


fibly of the univertall body of Chriſt,be found'in Pedobapriſts, 
thar then there is all reaſon ro conclude them to be of che ſame 
body, whatever defeRs otherwiſe may be found in them. For 
thoſe properties and fo:mall differences, which are argumen- 
tative and declarative of the kinde, doe argue and declare all 


- to be of that kinde, in whom thoſe properties and formall dif- 


ferences are found. If a humane body and reaſonable ſaule be 
efſenciall ro mankind, and rthar by which thac kinde of crea- 
ture doth formally differ from all ocher ; then ic muſt needs 
follow that all rhat have a humane body and reaſonable ſoule, 
{ _ ever other defe&s in nature they have, ) are of man- 
"NR | 
- For the examination of the truth of che Minor ; we will con- 
ſider what thoſe eflertiall and conlticutive properties and 
marks were, by which thoſe of the primicive Churches were 
diſcerned to be of Chrifts univerſall-body, and diſtinguiſhed 
from thoſe that were no: : and then pa. þ wherher the ſame 
things, properties and marks, benot vifible- in many that are 


- forinfanc baptiſme. Thoſe rhac were of Chriſts body in Rome, 


= have diſtinguiſbed from .the reſt in Rome that were not, 
y this propertie ; called to be Saints, Rome 1. 7. Thoſe in Co- 


- rimth in like manner by theſe ; Santtified in Chriſt Teſwe,. called 


to be Saints : and others of the ſame body. elſe-where, de- 


{cribzd by this, that they are ſuch as call upon the Name of Je- 


fr Chriſt our Lord, both theirs and exrs;; to wir, blie\ ingly, 
and ſincerely, 1 Cor: x. 2. Thoſe of the Church of Chrilt ar - 


' Epheſus, thus: The Saints which are at Epheſw, the. Faithfull 
in Chriſt Teſws, Eph: 1,3. Thoſe ar Philipp, thus; All the Saints 
5 : F 3 $6} i 
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in Chriſt Teſres, Phil: 1.1, Thoſe ar Colsfſe, thus ; T he Saints 
and faithfull brethren in Chriſt, Col: 1. 2. | 
' Now that there are many of-thoſe that are. for infant bap- 
tifme, Concerning whom it is meet for us and for all Sainrs rg 
think, thar they are calſed/to be Saints; ſanttified in Chriſt Je. 
ſus ; are faithfull in Chriſt Teſws ; are fatthfull brethren in 
Chriſt'; and ſuch as call (and that in faith) upon the Name of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , both theirs and ours, I hope no ſober 
. Chriſtian will deny : and to thinke-orherwiſe would argue lit» | 
; tle skill in Chriſtianiry, and an extraordinary deep poverty in 
chariry. * TOM WHITE | 
S. 1 further prove thar ſome thar are for: infant bapriſme, 
are of the univerſall body of Chriſt, thus.- All that doe truely 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt; are members of chat -umiverſall. body : : 
Whereof he is the head : burſome for- infant baprilme doe (9 
believe, Ergo, &c, The Mitior needs no proof. The Major, 
mz. tharſo many of thoſe that are for infanc baptiſme as doe 
unfeignedly beheye in Jeſus Chriſt, are members of his body; 
' or which 1s the ſane; are of his Church, I prove from Heb; 3, 
6. Bat Chriſt as 'a Sou over bis owne hoſe ': 'whiſe houſe are we, 
of we hold faſt the confidence, and the rejoycing of the hope firme 
wnto the end, Againe, ver: 14. For we are made partakers of 
Chriſt, if we hold the beginning bf our confidence fledfaft wnto the 
exd, Tr was their faith ard confidence in Chrilt ( we ſee ) that 
made them partakers of*Chriftz and to be of. hishouſe which is 
che Church, ( 1 Tim: 3:15.) and upon their perſeverance in 
this confidence, did depend'their ere in this priv- 
Tedge. And the ſame faith which did make them partakers of 
Chriſt, and co be of his houſe; when found inthoſe thar are for 
. infant baptiſme,yill produce the ſame effe&;and procure them 
'the ſame privilege; "The" Sairirs are 'called the houſhald of 
fauh, (Gaf: 6. 10.) as receiving that denominarion from their 
faicrh which makes them of s houſe. They. are all thechil- | 
dren of God by faith in Chriſt Teſws, that have faich, Gal.73. 26. 
| ag ug 1 as are Sons, abide in Gods. houſe for euer ,' as'members 
of his family,” Joh. 8: 35,” Fot' Cod harh no children chat ate 
not of his houſhold. EY | EL Wn þ 5 
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- 3, If ſome that are for infant baptiſme are reconciled to God 
by Chriſts death on the crofle, upon their believing, and ſo 
through Chriſt, and 4y the Spirit, have an acceſſe unto the fa- 
ther, then ſuch are no more ſtrangers and forrainers, but fellow- 
Citiz.ens with the Saints, and. of the hauſhild of God, Epinet: 2. 
16——19. | | Ser 

Bur ſome that are for infant bapriſme, are ſo reconcit-d,and 


have-ſuch-an acceſle roithe father: This is nor wichout the con- .. 


ceiſion of the Antipedobaptiſts;and therefore needs no farther 
proote. Therefore we,may well conclude, that ſome that are 
for infant baptiſme, are no more ſtrangers and forreiners, buc 
fellow-citizens With the Saints, and of rhe houſhold of God. . 
Objett, Agamlt the perty of the forecited proofes to 
conclude — ro be vifbly of the body of Chriſt, ir 
may perhaps be objected ; that all choſe Chriſitans of the ſe- 
verall Churches, of which the forecired Scriptures make men- 
zion, were all baptized after the profellion of faith ; and that it 
will not follow, that becauſe faich, ſantification, and the reſt 
of thoſe qualifications, did'denominare ſuch as were baptized 
after faith, to be of rhe Church,that therefore they muſt dewo- 
minate ſuch as are not baptized after faich,to be of the Church 
likewiſe. For as they had one faith, ſo they had one baprifine 
( Eph: 4. 5. ) and this did beare its ſhare in their Chriſtian 
denominatton and diſtnRion\, as well as any;othef qualifca- 
£10n,  . © | St? 
- To this I anfiver.- Thar it was the faith, calling,-and fancti- 
fication as ſuch, and the vi*biliry of theſe, by which thoſe 
Chriſtians' were deſcribed and denominated to -be of che 
Church., and diſtinguiſhed: from -thoſe rhac were nor. ; aud 
therefore thoſe thar are under the ſame qualifications'eflgnti- 


ally ( as ſome Pedobaprifits are, ) chough perhaps:mot circum- 
Kanrially, muſt needs came.under the ſame denomination. of 


meniberthip in the Church of Chriſt If the Apoſtle Pawlwere 


-now alive, and-ſhould write an Epiſtle roche Ghurchof: God 
in London, inſcribing and direRing itto all imZondoy that; are 


called to be Saints ; or fan&ified in Chriſt Jeſus ;: or the faith- 
full in Chriſt; would it nor be reaſonable ta think rhar all ſuch 


Pedo- 
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Pedobapriſts there, as are called. tobe Saints, and fan&iet in 


fuch among thoſe that have been baprized' afrer profelſion-of 
Faith ? | . Wi : 


| beare ic; ſhare, and was onz ingredient in denominating them 
perſons called to be Saincs, ſanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, &c, bur 
nor thar ir did wholly or mainly conſticure ir. Not bur chat the 


me in che maine, with thoſe primitive Saints, ( they are par- 
takers of hike precioxs faith, 2 Per: 1.1.) only i hath nor, ic may 
be, all the ſame ingredients in it ro make ir alcogether {6 
compleat and rich as theirs was. So that if rhis defe&t, and the 
want of this ingredient of regular bapriſme, do nor nulliie the 
viſibilicy of the faith, calling, and tan&ificarion of the Pedo- 
bapriſts, then rhey may-ruely be ſaid ro have the ſame faith, 
calling, and ſan&1ication in kinde, if not in degree, which the 
primitive Saints had. Bapriſme doth nor conſticure another 


biliry. | | | | 
2. And yer I doubt nor but that taking one thing with ano- 


- fe&ive for want of regular baptiſme ; may we not well car- 
br ceive that the viſibility of the ſanRification of ſome primitive 
D Church-members that were owned as brethren in Chriſt, was 
A dete&ive much more on another ſcore ? Weigh & conſider rhe 
© © erronious opinians,ſuperſticious cuſtoms, uncharicable concenti- 
7 ons & ale ombedier roo much ſen'vall deporrmenr,that 
was yet remaining and found among thoſe that were owner for 
brer on vithle Sines.and members of the primitive Church; 


and then let conſcience judge, whether in the whole ; advan- 


E Chriſt Jeſus ; were hereby meant as well as thoſe thar are... 
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x, The moſt thar Trhink can rationally be {aid, is, that the 
Baptiſm of thoſe Chriltians in the primicive Churches, did 


faich, calling, and ſanRtifcation of many Pedobapriſts is the - 


kinde of fairh and Sain-ſhip then the ſame perſons had b2fore . 
they were ba; tized ; all that canbe ſuppoſed, is, thar ir rends - 
rowards the compleating of theſe in degrees of being and vii- | 


ther, compariſon may be made berween the viſibility of Saint» 
ſhip as it-was in ſome at leaſt of thoſe primicive Saints, and as: 
ir.now is in many that are for infant baptiſme, and that inpoint 
of degree, lt the viſibility of Saintſhip in Yedobopriſts, b: de- 
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tages and diſadvantages compared inboth, the Chriſtian viſi- 


biliry and ſanRiticacion of very many Pedobaptilts, doe not - 


- ſhine much brighter; and give a far more diſtin& and indubi- 


table reſtimony of their ſpiricuall and internall memberſhip 


with Chriſt and his Church, thenmany of the others did; See 
1 Cor:.8.7. With 10.,11, Afts 15,5, Rom: 14.1, 2, 3, 4s 5. 
1Cor: 1, 11- & 3.13 3. & I1, 18, 21. $24 
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thoie his children ought to receive to communion with themi.. 

But ſome that are for infant Baptiſme are. ſuch whom the 
Lord hath received:intocommunion wich himſelfe. Therefore. 
- - That the Lords receiving perſons ro communion with him, 


- is now under the New Teftament a ſufficient reaſon why his 


children ſhould receive the ſame to communion with them, 


] conceive is ſufficiently evident by thefe Scriptures, Rom-1 5, - 


1, Wherefore reterve ye one another, as Chriſt alſo recerved us, 
to the glory of God, And againe , Rom: 14. 1, 3. Him that #5 
weake 1n the fauth recerve you, Let not him that eateth, deſpiſe 
hins that eateth net : and let mt hins that cateth mat , judge him 
that eateth : | for God hath received hins. } The caſe was this : 
Some of the believing Jewes and Gentiles ftood at roo great a 
diſtance by reaſan of their differen perſvaſion touching ſeve- 
all things. That by which the Apoſtle would convince them 
of their errour herein, and ſo bring them ro cloſe communis 
on, is by laying before them the diſffimilitude that was be- 
tveen the Lords carriage and theirs rowards the ſame perſons, 
and the conformity and agreement that ought to be, That they 
did not receive thoſe whom the Lord had received, was their 
fzulr, bur to receive ſuch as he had received, was their durie. 
The Apoſtles Argument is built upon this ſuppoſition : rhat 
the Lord is a pattern unto his people in receiving perſons to 
communion : and if caſt into forme, would be this. Thoſe 


Wham the Lord receives to communion, his people ought t5 
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LL thoſe whom the Lord nowvin times of the New Te- 
| {XK ftament harh received into communion with himſelfe, 
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receive to communion too : but the Lord receives both Jexes 
and Gentiles, weake and ſtrong Chriſtians, notwithſtanding 


' their different perſwaſions , therefore you his people ought tg 


doe ſo toe. See the connexinn of Rem: 15, 7,% 9. 
* -Ob;ect, Theſe differing Saints who are thus en;oyned by the 
Apoſtle ro receive” one another, norwichſtanding their diffe- 
rence, were all baptized perſons , and-thefefore that by which 
they were obliged to recetve one another, can be no rule for 
ſuch as are baptized, to receive ſuch as are unbaptized,tocom- 
mumon.,+ - -- ; | 
eAnpr. Suppoſe they were all baptized yer their receiving 


one another is not urged from their baptiſme, but fromthe - 


Lords receiving them, Their baptiſme here, was nofurther an 
argumerit why they ſhould'receive one another, then as ic was 


' anargument "that the Lord had received them. And by the 


fame reaſon, on the conttary, no errour abour Baptiſme can bs 
areaſon why ſuch erronious perſons ſhould not be received, 
further then it 1 an argument that the Lord: hath nor received 
chem ::The Lords receiving or nit receiving perſons, muſt re- 

late his people in their 'receiving and refuſing te receiie 


Objeft. Theſe differing Saints were all in communion ofthe 
Church already.; and therefore their receiving-one another tg 
which they are exhorred , cannot import thrir receiving one 


another ſimply ro communion, but onely- a receiving one ano- 
ther to a neerer and cloſer communion-: how then can this be a _ 
gore for thoſe that are no” in Church-communioh rogether 

» $22 ©. 


#ull, to receive one another.ro ſuch communion ?, +. , 


{ - ! 


"Arſe. Very well, hovgh char which i upped inthe 


obje&ion, ſhould be granced:. For thar which is a oroind of a 
further degree of communion, muſt needs be a ground of com- 
munion ſimply conſidered : a further degree alwayes includes 


and ſuppoſes the firſt, If ir be lawfull for me t6 goe with one. 


rwo miles, it cannot. be unlawfull for me to goe with: him 
Againe, Confider, Afs 1 Fo 8, 9. for further proofe of my 
propoſition ; And God which kroweth the hearts, bart them wit- 


neſſe, 


ww _ mxXxwx= } was a os 


” 0-4 
A ty a.) mito oo a_<0_ tas tk Hef Ab AA ws «a cc 


bogs A 05, © wn CR g 


AF -1 


4p 


m5 a. 


Wo OWN — mn TY- 


8" 


OR A" Reraftation of Seperation. 


—y . 3. 4. - 


erence between us and them, parifying their hearts by 
faih. The _ was this ; Whether ic were needfull tg 
circumciſe the believing Gentiles ; a thing which ſome belie» 
ving Jewes' impoſed as neceſlary , not only to their owning 
them as brethren in communion, bur alſo to ſalvation, ver, x, Fo 
Thar by which the Apoſtle Peter would evince the contrary, 1s 
chis: thar God put no ditference between them. If(od made 
no difference between the uncircumciſed and circumciſed be- . 
' hevers, then they ought not among themſelves : buc God made 
bur exhibired an equall reſtimony of reſpe& to both, 

in giving the holy Ghoft alike ro both, | 
' Irisrrue che compariſon in outward form 1s not alike be- 


' eſſe, givin them the haty Ghoſt, even is he did nts us: and 
pur no diff 


. tweenthe baptized and nor baptized after faith, as is berween 


the circumciſed & uncircumcited believers:but yer there isths 
like reaſon why they ſhould make no more difference ame 

themſelves,as rorheir owning one another as chriſtian brerhren, 
then was to be made among the circumciſed and uncircumci- 


. ſed believers. For if Geds purifying their hearrs alike by faith, 


& his giving them his Spirit alike, was concluſive againſt cheir 
diſowning one another as brerhren upon account of their diffe- 


 rences then in being ; then the like equall diſtribution of Gods 


grace and on to perſons that arenor, as well as to thoſe that 
xre baprized after faich, is concluſive roo againkt alike diſown- 
.ng-one another upom-account of other di es now +in- be- 


ing. Tpray you let it be nored that the Apoſtles argument for | 


reconciliation, 'is nor ferched from the nature of the things 
wherein they differed ; bur from the renor of Gods carriage 
cowards them thar did differ, in giving them an equall intereſt 
Inhis grace;to:withRanding their difference + which mn all rea- 
fon muſt 'be of the ſame force to the ſame end now, towit,the 
reconciliation of differing godly parties, though their differen- 

ce9are nor the tame. Gia: BY * 
'* Of much what like import. is that alſo As r1. 17. For as 
wich then as God gave thens the /iks gift, nas he d14 unts we who 
brieved on the Lord Teſua Chriſt, what was I that 1 could w tha 
fland God + Theſe words are hd a9 an argument. to juſtiie 
, che 
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the Apoſile Peters going into, and eating with the Gentiles 


" an ation which otherwiie was deemed as irregular, as the ad. 
mithon of godly Pedobapriſts ro:communian can |be ſuppoſed 


ro be, and ar:which ſome of the circumctfion,though believers; - 


were at firſt offended, wf#s 10, 28. & 11.2. His. argument 
conltru&\ively, ſeemes to be this ; That if after God had given 
them an ecuall ſhare in his love with other believers of rhe 
circumciſion, teſlified by giving them the like gifr of ts grace 
and Spirir,(if afrer this) he ſhould have continued the wonted: 
difference im his cartiage rowards: Jewes: and Gentiles, he 
ſhould have withſtood God who now made no difference, bur 
ſhewed the ſame favour to the one as to the other, To keep at 
a diſtance then from thoſe tro whom God: drawes nigh in his 
ſpeciall favour and gifts of his grace and-holy Spirit, 1s toſteer 
a courſe contrary to God ; or a-pra&tice by which thoſe: thatare 
euilry of it withſtand God. Is not this cleerly the do&rine of 
this text ? And if fo, what ſhall we then think of thoſe ſepara- 
* tions that abound in our dayes of Godly men from Godly up- 
en account of particular differences, wheri God in. the mean 
' time is-alike nigh'to both-in his ſpeciall and gracious communs 
cations, and holds.communion with both ? Is this to be follow- 
ers of God as dear children ? Eph: 5.1. _- 

O6j. Bur the caſe of admitring Pedobaptiſts ro communion; 
1s not the ſame with Peters going into and eating-with the Ger- 
tiles ; and'therefore the lawfulnetſe ofthe one,cannot beinfer- 
red fromthe lawfulneſſe of the other, ' | ' 95 4 | 

eA»ſw. No more was the not muzzling the mouth: of the 
Ox which trode out rhe Corne, the ſame with maingaining the 
Elders that rule well and labour in the: word and dottrine; 


. 1 Tim: 5. 17, £8. Nor was the Diſciples plucking-the eares - 


of Cong on the Sabbath 'day, the ſame. with Dawds'eating of 
the Shew-bread, and the Prieſts ſlaying of ſacrifice onthe Sab- 


bath, Math: 12. 3,4 5. and yet the generall equityand cor: 


gruity of. the things compared ,; made the legality of ther one 
practice argumentative of the legaliry of the other.” And fo-I 
fay in theſe ro caſes of Peters going utto th2 Gentiles; and of 
Imicting Pedobapriſts-rocommunton ;. though in other _ 
ey 
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they differ,yet in this they.agree, 24. in that Peters ation had 
þ2en as much {crupled by him(A&-10. 28.)as this way of com- 
nunign is. by-ſome. ; and likewife in that there is a like equall 
Jhare'of ſpecial} grace vouchſafed by God ro the differing par- 
ties now; as well as was:then. And therefore why ſhould not 


this conſfideration, ſerve to ſatisfie this doubt, and remove this- 


ſcruple of ours, as well as it did theirs; and: to cauſe us with 
Peter to think, that under ſuch circumſtances, a maintaining 
our formerdiltance in this caſe, would be a withſtanding of God 
who hath-caught us to doe otherwiſe, by his example of vouch- 
: dating equall communion co both. =o equall diſtribution of 
ſpectall grace to parties that differ, ſeemes to be ſo good a 
ound of communion one with another, as ſwallows vp. and 
Fes downe, all ter: differences that tas the Wh 


I II Argument. 


F Churd:-communign beriveen the Godly Pedobapriſts and 
= Anabaptiſts, be more for commen edificarion, cher tiffer- 


- efice - notwithſtanding ,. then their ſeparation upon account of 


their difference can.bz ; Then their communion is to be choſen 
heforg ſeparation, their difference norwithſtanding. 


- Bux. The communign ,of ſuch is more for their edificarion 
hen their. ſeparation hole be. 


The reaſon of the conſequence why conimutiion is tobe pre- 
Kereq before ſeparazion , where common edification is better 


| iprovided for;by it- thep by, ſeparation, 1s taken from the end of 


cofdi -order,and communian in theſe ; which 
is WEN Edit {ALR 15 char, for th the : ſake of whith the wek 
ofchs miniſtery (which conliſts mt Ji po ert of ward,o?- 
digances, diſcipline;& order) is given.an and 'ord 41.15 
12, GE: TO. $. A Chir? 9. & 13. 10. A en 


the mes at which all-C urch-cranſa W2PY p on). and to 
Feloih, «< Co or ; a he hon 
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F Retraffation of Separation. 
big et or lower, ſo as edificarion may beſt be provided for 
"Mat: 'g. 14—17. Hark 4.33. John 16. 12; Adm $144, 
Reaſon and Scziptute teach us fill ro ſubje& the means unry 
the end: and is not the contrary prepoſterous # The holy teſt 
of the Sabbath in a ceſation from ſervile worke and bodily 


bour, was an ordinance of God : and yet when a firi able: 
tion of this ordinance in the letter-of ic in ſuch a ceſation, tid 


crofle but one end of it, which was the bodily reſt and refreſhs . 


ment of ſuch as were to keepit, (Exod: 23.12. Dent: 5.14) 
then ſuch an obſervation of it, might lawfully be waved, 444 


cording to Chriſts dodtrine in the , as 1 underſtand i it 


Mark,2. 25, 26, 2%. Spirituall. gifts alſo, and in partioulat 


that of rongues, were given for the fame enerall'end as the 

ordihances rheriſelves are, to wit, - profit and edificarion, | 
1 Cox: 12.7, 10, And yer when the uſe ofthis gifr by circum | 
ſtances in the caſe, was rendeted utndſefull as cots end, ve, 


edification ; the ſuſpention of ics exerciſe was- injoyned, 
I ME uniÞ. 14: 5, 28; So though regular Bapritine', according 


nga in the caſe, ought indeed tobe Inſifted on a5pt>. © 


nk e to comminion, where commen <dificarion _ 
the oodly may be accommodated and nor hindered the 
.yer where a ſevere inſiſting fuch ate Jar Baptifine in 

co communion, thall eroſfe edificaribn V onTep 


.on of vols from godly, why ſhouts riot ich Conley ok 


way 
Touching - the Minor propeſ riot, to wit, that Church-com- 


.... pwnion beryveen Ich differing Saints as aforeſaid, does tend 
- *-- More totheir. edt eyihthenthel lepurxiin canoe, is eafs 
Sn a di ble account. - * | 
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chem of tha ſpirituall commerce, and ſo rends to their impo- 
veruhing, [Juſt as is beryeen Country and Country ; wheth 
differences breake out that obſtru& their wonted trad-;, they 
grow poor. upon 1t, Or as it is wich the naturall body, which 
weakens, wWaſts and conſumes, when the nucrimencall incer- 
| courſe berween-part and parr is obſtructed. And the fad de- 
cayes among profeſſors ſince their many differences in opinion 
+ have multiplied their ſeparations, doth wofully experiznce the 
euch hereof. How many ge fallen, and are dead upon this ac- 
count. ? and how many more are fick and ready to die ? and 
ſhall we then for all chis proceed on inſo impoverithing and 
deſtruive a courſe ! I | | 8 
11h ery rmmnen - rn ary- love, a oo ediftes, 1 Cor: $, 
3; Ir editiesaQuively by inclining and diy men willing[ 
and cheerfully ro lay one rhemſelves'in wh eee by whey 
their brerhren may be edified and comforred'; according ro 
thar counſell, Gal: 5. 13. By love ſerve one another, And like- 
”. wiſe by emabling them fr edification ſake to bear burdens ; 
charis; rhe-infirmities and mittakes of brethren, which are a 
_ burden, as is __—_ Roms: x 5. 1 2. For charity bexreth all 
"hinge, 1ndurerh all things, 1 Cor: 1 3. 7. TItediferh puſſivel; 
£00, dy rendering the chriſtian appli line of bredkpan! and 
a&s of ſervice, the more a le, and forthe more profita- 
© ble;wakingatlinche beſt part:/cthinkgrh no evill, but beffeverh 
ul things, all things, and yejoyceth in the trmh,1Cor:15. 
_ $67. Bur ſeparation breeds alienation and dimmuriorrof af- 
kection, more or lefle, and fo weakens endeavours of edificart- 
the ſpring of motion growes wealke,, ro that degree motion'tt 
| elfewill be ſw; And to whitt'degree fove decreaferh; pre- 
-judice, jealovfies; and evif{ ſor mifes, will increaſe < and theſe 
diſpoſe perſons ro ſwck poiton From the ſiyzereRt Rower : and 
_ poſonmill nornourith, Therefore ſepararion; of Sainrs from 
. Hai niger warren «.rry}-me per # 
Obie, Bur c4% two wihh, ropether-exvepr they aye agreed'? 
| their differertt opinions and Fd practiſes, will. occaſion 


C0...” 


<omcetkions, amd thoſe conrentions will hinder -edificarion. aral 


-t 
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comfort : and therefore communion on. ſuch rermes, may be 
,as much and more. ggzinſt edification, then ſeparation, © 
eAnſw. I have ſometimes thought ſo indeed. Bur: + 
'1. Two that are agreed in the-molt' and greareſt matters, 
may and ought ro walke together , though -1- fome tewer 
and leſſer things they diſagree. Whereto we have already at- 
tained, let us walks by. the ſame,rule,let us minde the ſame thing, 
with humble expeRation concerning ſuch that in any thing are 
otherwiſe, minded, that God ſhall = even this nnt9 them, 
fon; 3.15, 16.: The 14 and 15 Chap: Rom: 1s cleare for 
cis, | . Fas Ts re o-. - Mr” 
2. Whereas its ſaid thoſe differences: will occaſion conter- 
tions, and thoſe. contentions will Hinder edinication: and com- 
fort.: Thar they may doe ſo through mens weaknefle;, I grant, 
bur that they:muſt neceffarily ſo doe I deny, and! doe: atfitme 
that when ever ſuch concenitons doe arte berweery the godly, 
as doe hinder edification;; it.is from want of wiſdame, humilt- 
ty and moderation, in'ong or both parties * and: tb whar. is obs 
je&ed,iis na-more an; argument; againſt | the communion.-ave 
ſpeak of, then mens infidence to infirmiries:and Reihbly mix- 
cures in prayer, of any other holy-duty, is an argument agrinſt 
the uſe of the duty it ſelfe. Iris true, the difference among 
the Chriftians at Rome, did:gocafion through inceniperate zeal, 
carnall. contentions, Ao ant on judgings: ohe ofi another, 
bur ir was their fin | 

which they were juſtly blamed by.che Afeftle, Rom: 1 .4..Such 
unchriſtan diſtempers muſt be-mortified, not indulged ; pray- 
ed againſt, and got improved ogdinſt adury: fþr chatwoutd be 
huc.to, &.0Ne faul;.by anot Pont bo AN *N5"7} 


ve / . ” mY * 
= . 
% 


in breaking of bread with thoſe chat are- not) baptized after 
faith yer.if they can-hold an occafionall, communion with chem 
an gitts and graces, inthe word, prayer- and conference; ſhall 
they not. hereby:ſufficienly free. chemſclyes, from» the blame 
.of hindering ecaficaripn by cheig ſeparation 2+, 1.11 7 4 

. ++ eAnſw, 1, Its: confefled that 'thoſe -that-goe. this farre, 
-have offered faire comards the demolithing of che wall of fe- 
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aration, and ſo of freeing themſelves of rhe evils occaſioned 
its RRandng.,  -. 7; Lp 
pe Bur chough ſuch a parriall ſeparation as this,,is not ſo. 
much an enemy to edificarion as a torall one is, yer if ſeparati- 
' on of godly from godly in the imple nature of ic be a neceſſa- 
hinderance of edificarion, ( and whether ir be nor, judge by 
what's ſaid 1n-my argument) then every degree of ſuch ſepara 
tion, muſt ro a degree be guilty of the ſame evil. Wichour all 
doubr this partiall ſeparation, 1s to:a degree a hinderance ro 
charity, and conſequently to.the ſame degree a hinderance of 
edification, Though there may be much .love berween parties 
chat.come ſo neer together as ro hold communion in gifts and. 
races,yet queſtionleſle there would be yer more;if that which. 
Hah them as-yet- at ſome diſtance ,- were alſo removed. 


| Irswell worthy conſideration, that.the, Law of Commandements, 


contained in ordinances, which were the wall of ſeparation be- 
rveen Jewes and Gentiles, are by the Apoſtle, Epheſ. 2. r 5. 
filed the [-enmnity ] and the breaking.doywne of this wall , the 
eholiſhing the ennuty, And how were they the enmity ? bur as 


| they ware a means of ſeparation; for fo: they were an occaſion 


of enmity berweerrthoſe people. And. does. not. this clearely 
let us ſee, that ſeparation as ſuch, is attended with enmity,, 
more or lefle ? | | | 
..3. Methinks that which ſatisfies them ro hold communion 
in gifts and graces, word and prayer, with their diftering bre- 
thren, would lead them.to fatisfa&ion abour.che layvfulneſſe of 
communion: with them in breaking of bread alſo, if. they would: 
bur follow ir, For doe they not by joyning in prayer wich them, 
and ſaying our father-which arr-in heaven, plainly acknowledge. 
them to be children of the ſame father, and ſo their holy bre-, 
thren : andif children of God , then believers in Chriſt, -by 


which beliefe they are made the children of God -: and if be- 


lievers.in Chriſt, then members of Chriſt ;: and.if members of 


| Chriſt, chen ofhis bedyrhe Church ; and if of Chriſts. body, 


thenthar chey have communion with him in.bis fleſh,& blood, 
and Spirit, and what.,can they. acknowledge, thar, amounts to 
more then this, by having communien with.them an hy Lords 

; + | _ Supper 2? 


._ © 


yt have learned, and aveyd them. 1. Theſe were nor Saines Wt 


which they ivere'to avoyd, bur ſuch as ſerved net the Lord Tei | 
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oyne with them in prayer, with whom they may not joyne. ill 
ok I'V eArgomen | 0 9 oi ts 
F ſeparation of Saints from Saints upon any account of diffe- KW : 
— that does nor unſaint them, or render their Saintſhip i. 
july ſuſpeed,be voyd of Scripture-precept,and of approved the 
Scripture-prefident , Then the godly Anabaprifts and godly. (fo 
Pedobaprilts, need nor ſeparate one from another up6n account "hot 
of their difference abour Bapriſme,(for all conſctence of duty, - i bell 
ariſes from precepr or preſident.) - gt - "M4 
Bur-ſeparation of Saints from Saints upon any account of | WM ., 1 
difference that does not-unſaint them, or render their Sainr- Gr 
| thip julily ſuſpeted, is voyd of Scripture-precept and of iſ; 
approved Scripture-prefident, Erge. peel | wh 
- That ſuch ſeparation is voyd of Scripture-precept and of 2y- W «c.:. 
proved Scripture-preſident, I take for granted, rill the con» il - 4 
rrary doe appeare, which 1 never expe&. We read - of many - bn 
EGhencen th of opinion and praRtce,and of diyifions there- <C 
upon, that were | in {the primirive Churches ; but -of no ap» B 
proved ſeparations | from ] thoſe Churches upon! account sf ret 
choſe differences. There were indeed thar did forfake the, Fi ,,, 
Saints aſſemblies upPoll a camall. account,” Heb- 10, "T5. that . Fron 
wore ot from them, beeauſe they were ner of them, 1 Johi:2: "19. Ml ©] 
bar'they were ſenſuall, not having the Spirir, Jade 19g. There Ml ©, © 
wefe others not ſo bad thar did nor proceed ſo farre, that up- Ml the 
account of difference ſtood ar ſome diſtance one from 2no+ Mi + mi 
ther ; bur hew were they diſallowed and blamed for-ſodoing 7 Ml ther 
Atts x5. Rom: 14.& 15, © no eres 
"Whar is wont to be alledged for Scripture-precepr-in the. rity 
caſe ; I rake ro be imperrinent, and ro fall ſhore in proofe of Ml yerg 
what its broughr for.. That's one:in Rom: '16, 17, Mark then WM tic © 
which sanſe drviſions and off encts comrary to the doltrive whith Wl x6; 
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£ A' RetraGation of Separation. 49 
| 6 rus, but their owne bellies, ver.18.- 2. The diviſions and of- 
"W ferices cauſed by them, for the ſake of which they were to be. 
MM avoyded, were not abour lefler-matters, or ſuch offences as + 
would conſiſt with Saintſhip ; for ic was ſo farre. from being a 

duty to avoyd one another upon that account , as that ic was 
their fin for which they-were blamed when they did ſo, Chap. 
' 14. 15.Or 3. if they were diviſions and offences abour le(ler : 
' matrers, for cauſing of which they were to be avoyded ; then 
_they were not to be _— for cauſing ſuch divitions ſimply, 
( for ſo the Saints did which were te be received, Rom: 14. ) 
but for cauſing them our of a carnall defigne to ſerye their own 
bellies. ; 
 . Another is, 2 Theſ: 3. 6. Withdraw from every brother that 
walkes diſerderly, &c. But to this 1 have tpoken alceady in my. 
firſt Argument, to which I referre you. | Els 
- Athird Scripture alledged for ſeparation, is, 2 Cor: 6. 17, 
' Wherefore come out from among them,8c, But this does not call 
Saints f6m Saints, but Saints from infidell Idolaters, ag ver: 
145 153 16, With whom ſome of that Church had communi» 
of erm of their Idol-ſacrifices in their Idols Temple, 
1 Cor: 8,7, 10. ; == 
Bur that Scripture on which I finde ſome. ro lay the greateſ} 
ftreſle, is, Rev: 18, 4, Come ont of her my people, that ye be 
not partakers of her fs, and that ye. receive not of her. plagues, 
From which they argue, that God hath of his people in Myſti- 
tall Babylon, to wit, Rome ; and that having hereby given acall 
to them all ro.come our of her,'if ſome will nor ar firſt obey - 
the cafl but tay behinde, the reſt that underſtand ir;-and have . 
| rag to obey ir, mult leave. them behinde and ſeparate from 


* 1..To which firſt I might ſay, the paſſage doth nor neceſſa- 
nily ſuppoſe that God hath in Baby/oz a people that are by con- . 
yerfion aually his in Covenant, bur a peoplethar in obeying , 
tys call hall become ſuch. - As when the Lord ſaid to Pal, 
Aﬀts 18. 9, 10, Be not afraid but fpeake,and hold not thy peace: 
fir 1 am with thee,and noman ſhall ſet on thee to hurt thee -. | fer 
T have nonch people in this City.) His much people, were nor 
ge 4g 


thoſe 
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A Retraeiation of Separation. 
thoſe that &id already believe, at leaſt nor all of them ſuch, 


bur ſich whom the Lord kneyy ſhould believe upon his comi« 


nuing ro preach the Gcſpel there. In like manner when Chriſt 
fai.h, Jchz 16. 16. Other ſtcep T have, which are tot of thi 
fld. tlem aifo' I muſt lrirg, ard they ſkell hear my woyce, 
The ſaying of Chriſt do:h not 1mport that thoſe other ſhee 
which he calls his', were then his by calling when he ipake 
thoſe: words, bur' were afterwards to become his , When he 
ſhould b:ing them to heare hizvoyce. - 


2, Gr ſecondly, if the wo:ds doe import a people thar are - 


Gods by call and covenant, that live in Babylon, then come ont 
of her my people, &c, may imyort Gods call rorchem for a [o- 
call remove, though in no aGtuall communion with her, partly 


ro-avoyd the temptations of ſo wicked a place, noted in thoſe 


words ; that ye be rot partakers of her ſins : and partly to eſcape 
her Judgements, noted in thoſe words ; that. ye receive net of 
her plagues. As Cod ſomerime'called Lot out of Sodors, and 
his peo; lz out of Jeruſalem at- the approach of ruine. to thoſe 
Cirtes, And then the words will no more imply a Church-ſe- 
par tion, then ir would do for a man that lives un Par# to re- 


- move to London, for better oppottunities of grace , as the late 


converted Twrk did. 

3. Bur thirdly , ſuppoſe the words to-be underſtood of ſuch 
as are aQlually Gods people, ever then while as yer they-are in 
ſuperſtitious communion with ſuch Idolaters or others in Babj- 
ton, as are none of Gods peo;le by Goſpel call and Covenant 
grace ; yet. this would be no ground for to withdraw from or 
deny communion with a Corgregation of godly Pedoþaprift 
that are ſeparated in their communion from the ungodly of rhe 
world, (which is our caſe) becauſe the caſe between the o:her 
and them wholly differs. , : 

I, Forfirſt if there (ould bz any-in the aſſemblies of the 
Romane, Babylon, that in the midſt of ſo much wood, hay and 
ſtubble of errour and ſuperſtition, ſhould have ſomuch of the 
gold, filver, and precious ſtones of ſoun1 doArine, right faith, 
an! true grace, as would denominate them Gods people, yet 
theſe are in their Church-worſhip, involved among youu 

that 
/ 


_ communion with another, upon account of the 
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that are in ſome of thei: renents hereticall, in their wo:ſhi 

idolatrous, and in their converſations openly profane. Whic 

are ſuch cauſes of non-communton,as are not to be found in the 
well reformed Congregations of godly Pedobapciſts, whether 
Presbyteriall, or Independent. And therefore where there is 
not the /ame or like cauſe of ſeparation, thre cannot -be the 
{ame or like reaſon for ſeparating, In the one you cannot. hold 
communion with the ſuppoſed 200d, bur- you muſt have com- 
munion alſo with the incollerably bad ; and there the ſeparation 


Is properly and directly from the incollerably bad, and but ac- 
ct 


entally from the ſuppoſed good, Bur whar is this to a ſepa- 
ration from or a non-communton with. reformed Congregati- 
ons, Where no ſuch intollerably evill-doers are to be found, 
from whom to withdraw or with whom to deny communion, 
would be aſeparation properly, dire&ly, and only from the vi- 
6ibly good... _ IE 

2. The caſe differs as much or rather much more,in reſpect 
ofthe communion it ſelfe. For in the Popiſh Aſſemblies, you 
cannot have communion in the Lords Supper it ſelfe ( which is 
ſo efſentiall a part of Church-communion) bur you muſt com- 
municate in the ſuperſtition or Idolatry which is with them in- 


ſeparably annexed to ir : He that eats of the ſacrifice is partaker 


of the Altar, 1 Cor: 10. 18, But in having communion with re- 


_ formed Congregations of the Pedobapriſts, there's no necellt- 


ry of an auall participation inany one a& of ſuperſtirion. For 
he that deemeth the ſprinkling or baprizing of an infant ſuper- 
fitious, may ſuſpend his communion in that ation, and yer 
continue it in others. As our Lord Chriſt kept the Paſſeover a 


day or two before the generality of the Jewes, ( for rhe day of 
-his crucifixion, was but the day of their preparation to the 


Paſſeover, Joh: 19. 145 31. ) they wiſſing (as 1s conceived ) 


the punQuall time of char feaſt ; and.yer denyed nor his com- 
- munion with them in other things wherein he and they were 


agreed. <o that neither doth this Key: 18.4. any wayes appeare 
to me a ſufficient ground for one gdly Congregation to deny 
difference be- 


fore ſpecified, or any other like it, 
bs : / ; H 2 ts, Objeft . 
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Objeft, Bur for ſuch asare baptized after faith, to hold coms 


munion with ſuch who have not been baptized otherwiſe then | 


by infant ſprinkling, 1s as voy of Scripture-precept and Scr1 
anc ent, as 13 the aration of godly from godly : ky 
why then is not the one as unlayvfull as the other ?- | 
eAnſw. 1, Be it ſoas to particularicy of precept or exam- 
ple : ? = inthis or any like caſe waen any are indoubr berween 
rwo difficulties, the way to come to a ſarisfaRory reſolution 
. which ro incline to, is by diſcovering by which the pzace,love, 
- andedification of the Church of Chriſt,will be beſt promored ; 
for thele oughr to ſway us and carry us along with them, mn all 
ſuch caſes wherein we are not hound to the contrary by an ex- 
prefle rule. Let the py of God rmle in your hearts, to which 
| Jou are called in one body, .Col: 3, 15, Let ic rule, reigne, or 
umpire, as the word 1s rendered. Ir muſt then have the caſt- 
ing voyce when things otherwiſe are ih an equapoiz ; and as a 
King Oe Lawes in ſuch caſes. The law of love is the royall 


. Lav, James 2.8 itharh the ſoveraigne and commanding power 


over infriour lawes of particular order. And edification muſt 
ov2r-rule us in many caſes, as being that er which Church- 
ordinances and order are ſibordimate ; as I ſhewed in my for- 
mer argument. Let us therefore fol'ow after the things that make 
for peace , axd the things by which we may edifie one anther, 


Rom: 14. I9: If we are in doubt which tofollow, this or that; . 


here's our direQion, | 

- But now that the communion of differing Saints, norwith- 
ſanding their difference wh:n managed with a chriſtian ſpirit, 
rends abundantly more to peace, love and edification, then 
their ſeparation for their difference ſake would doe, is a thing 
chac ſhines by its own.light, and is evidenced in my former ar- 

gument. __ IE AE 
. 2. Though we have no particular preceprt or prefident in 
the caſe obje&ed, yet we have generall rules thar reach ir, and 
fuch are they alrea y named, and ſo 1s Mat: 12.7.1 will have 
mercy, and wt ſacrifice, Gal: 6. 2. Bear ye one anothers bur- 
dens, and fo fulfill the law of Chriſt, Rom: 14. Hime that 1s weak, 
» the faith, receive ye, Rom: 15, We that are ftrong, onght to 
| car 
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' -bear the rnfirnartits of the wenke ,, and not to: pleaſe our ſelves - 


and tarecerve one another, as Chriſt hath received us, ver: 7. 
x Cor: 14. 26. Let all things be done to edifying; and the like : 
the face of which 1s ſer againſt dividing, ſeparacing, and re- 


jeRing one another for ſuchertours as are bur Saints infirmi- - 


ries, amongſt which the miſtakes abour Baptiſme in controver» 
- fie berweenthem, muſtcerrainly be numbered. 


V eArgument, 
Har praRtice which-:neceflarily makes a ſchiſme in the 
body of Chritt, is ſinfull, | | 
Bur ſeparatton of Saints from Saints upon account of diffe- 
rence between them, neceflartly makes a ſchiſme in the body 
of Chrilt.. Therefore &c. F547] | 
\.  Tharro make aſchiſme in the bodyof Chrilt, isa finfull at 


in whomſoever found, is evident, becauſe irs contrary to the 


zclared will of the Lord, who would have no ſchiſme inthe , 


body; x Cor: 12. 24, 25. God hath tempered the body together, 
hen given anna 5" om ru f ras ached ; 
that there ſhould be no ſchifme in the body - but that all ſhould be 
one, Joh: 17.21, Keeping the waity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace, Eph: 4. 3. | | 
- That for Saints to divide and ſeparate from Saints, is to 
make a-ſchiſme in the body of Chritty/ 15 eafie to underſtand. 
For thoſe that are indeed Saints, are all ofrhem of the bady of 
Chriſt, what ever cheirdifference otherwiſe maybe, and there- 
forefor them to ſeparate and rend on from another, is: furely 
tamake a ſchiſme 1n the body, ifany rhing be. And fo they doe 
more eſpecially, when they refuſe communion with. ene ano- 
ther, inthe Supper ofrhe:Lord. For as by chear mucuall 'com- 
munion'therein, theirionenefle-is in ſpeciall fiznitied ani pro- 
feſſed, » Cor: 10. 17. ſoby their deniall of communion there- 
in, tharonznefle is denied : and whar:s this bur ſchiſme inthe 
formaliry of it? © P20 0 OR 
+ © Objett, When rhe godfyare in their communion, mixt warh 
others that ate ungodly, and ſuci! with: whom icommuribn is 


. for- 


5 
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forbidden, then either to withdravv from ſuch godlyones, isng 
fintull ſchiſme ; or elſe other of the Saints are necellitated to 
ſin, either in wichdrawing from the Saints m ſuch mix afſen 
blies, / or in holding communion wirh-rhofe 'with-whom com- 
munion is forbidden z/ which is-ar abſurdicy nor ro be ima- 
"SIN UUTILS | F390 TOR | 
n eA'-ſw. Such a ſeparation is not made from the godly as 
ſcrupling theix communion, could they have communion with 
them alone ; bur its made from'thoſe, communion witch whom 
is fo;bidden, and for their ſake only. And i all reaſon, the 
ſeparation” 'muſt receive-its denominarien from the cayſe 


whence ir proceeds, and ſo it is not a ſeparation from thoſe 


that are of the body, bur'from. thoſe that are not, Bur how. 
ever, this ob:eRionis irrelative to our queſtion rouching the 
lawfulneſſe of communioy between a godly Congregation of 
Anabapriſts, and a'godly and reformed Congregation of Peds- 

: [ts o F , s 


Objeft. Though we doe owne the godly Pedobaptiſts to be 
members of Chriſts-body , yer withall becauſe their: viſible 
Church-ſtare and miniftery , is founded in infant. bapriſme, 
we cannor bur in thar reſpe& judge them to be of rhe who:ih 
ſtate, and our ſeparation from them , 1s not as they are of the 
body of Chriſt, bur as they.are members of. the. harlor : and 
ſo our ſchiſme from them, reſpeRs not their chriſtian,bur their 
harlor or antichriſtian ſtate. ; 0 

eAnſw. 1. When you owne the godly Pedobapriſts ro be 


of Chriſts body, it is becauſe they are vitibly ſo,. for upon n0 


other account can they be knowne or acknowledged to be (o. 
And I would have it ſeriouſly conſidered , whether it be nara 


; contradi&tion to grant them to. be members. of Chriſts body, 


and yet to affirme them to. be. members of the'harlot : and 
whether its poffible for them-ro be of the Chriſtian and Ant 
chriſtian ſtate , both ationce. No man can ſerve two Maſters 
that are contrary, Mat::6. 24. No more ſure can one be a 


member of two oppoſite bodyes at ence. As by rhe ſame ati- 


ons by which a man makes himſelfe a friend of. the world, he 


mak2s bimſclfe an enemy to God, James 4. 4. So by the ſame 


actions 
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a&tions by which a man makes him(ſelf2 a member of the harlor 
Church, ie {for ought 1 know ) curs himſelfe off from the bo- 
dy of Chriſt, or true Church, And the reaſon is clearly this ; 

cauſe the myſttcall harlor, when once ſhe comes to be ſo, 
receives her bill of divorce from the Lo:d, by which the mar- 
"riage-uniion and relation becomes dulfolved, Iſa: 50. 1, Ter: 3. 
8.” Hoſ: 2.2, 3. And that which is true of. the whole in this 


caſe, is true of every part,the wholenefle only excepred : if che - 


harlot b2 under divorcement as ſuch,then all that make up that 
harlor ſtate are ſo, And therefore whilſt you acknowledge them 
members of Chriſts body, you cannor gationally repure them 
of the whorlth ſtate; F, 

© 2, Ic isnotevery erronious opinion or ſuperſtirious praKice 
that is found amongſt them of che who:ith Rare, that will de- 
naminate all choſe ro be of thar ſtare that hold chem,whilſt they 
are otherwiſe loyall ro Chrilt inthe mayne ; no morethen eve- 
ry wanton or immodeſt word, looke, or gefture, will denomi- 
mate a Woman to be a whore, who is otherwiſe loyall to her 
husband in the mayn2, The good Kings, Solomon, Aſa, and Je- 
hoſaphat, were-guilry of a liccle ſpiricuall immodeſty, in uſing, 
or at leaſt tolerating the high places, bur did no: come under 
a ſpiricuall divorce from God thereby, as others did, who did 
that and more; nor did they thereby become unfir te be held 
communion with in other regular a&s of Gods worthip. There's 
a great deal of difference between that which is eff=ocialt ro 
the conſtituting of a ſtate,and other tnings which enter nor the 
definition thereof, A bad man may doe many good things,. 
and a good man many evill,by which neither are to be denomi- 
nated good or bad, but by what they are and doz in the mayne, 


- by whats predominant inthem.. So thoſe th:t are of the who- 


ruſh ſtate, may hold many of the ſame truths, and doe ſome-of 
the ſame good deeds which a ſound member of Chriſts Church 
may doe, and yer not-thzreby be worthy the denomination of 
ſuch a member as long as «heir corruptions in.doArine,. wor 
ſhip, and life, out-weigh theſe. And its as true thar ſome har 


- arenot of the whorith Rate, may be tainted with ſome of her 
+ errours and ſuper{iitions, which as ro matter of conſticurion of 


© ſtate, 


- 
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-> ſtare, maybe much over-ballanced bv ſoundneſſe of faich, : -- 
We ay | 


ricy of worſhip, and ſincerity of” life in the mayne, W 
need then to take heed of being raſh and bold in Judging ſuch 
to be of the whoriſh Rare, upon account of ſome under-degree 


_ of ſpirituall lightneſle, thar our conſciences rell us, are in the 


ſtate of grace, and Spouſe-like, love Chriſt more then they doe 
any other. It would provoke even a good man. 'to have his 
wite called whore; waom he knowes guilty onely of ſome lef- 
ſer faults : and ſurely ic does no lefle difpleaſe the Lord to 
have ſuch as are eſpouſed ro him, to be ſo dealtwith, 


3. It remains then thar I adde one thing more for the come . 
pleating my anſver to the obxe&tion, and rhat is ; Thar com- 


munion with Saints rhar are in lome things erronious and (uper- 


ſtitious, does not inferre a communion 1n the errour or ſuper- - 


ſition it ſelfe, whillt you bear your witneſle againlt ic, This is 
plaine, otherwiſe the ſtrong muft have been guilcy of the er- 


rour and {uperſtition of the weak Saints in the Church at Kowe, © 
by holding that communion with them to which che Apolile 


preſſed them, Rem: 14 and 15 Chapters. Elie the few names 


in Sardss alſo,could not have kept their garments unde: led in 


holding communion wirh perſons ſo much defilzd, as the re| 
there were, Which yet they did, Rev: 3. 4. Irfollowes chen, 
that ſuch involuntary errours in perſons as doe conlilt with the 
viibiliry of true grace, doe not render communion wich them 
unlawfull, in ſuch things Which are nor of themſelve. unlay- 
full : we may hold communion with them in their graces, and 
in their duties, though nor in their-errours, Though you may 
and ought to withdrayy your communion in ſuch a&s wherein 
you are ſure they have not communion wich Chriſt, yer you 


"may net doe ſoin thoſe in which you know they have, ' 


VI eArgument. 


| þ the godly Anabapriſts,doe hold communion wirh the god- 
ly Pedobaprtiſts, 1n that which is ſignified. by breaking of 
bread in the Lords Supper , Then it is not unlawfull bur their 
duty for them to hold communion in breaking of bread it telfe 
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which ts the ſigne, Bur 
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communion one with another-'in rhat which 1s fi 
freaking of bread in the Lords Supper bs 
onied by the uſe' of the bread and-cup in 
, the Apoſtle, 1 Cor: 10. 16, 


reaking of Dread . Therefore 
che Lords Supper, is ſhewed by 
ro wit, communion in the body and/blood of Chriſt. And thar 
odly of both ſorts, xo wir, of Pedobapt 
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Anabaprifts and gedly Pedobaptiſts, doe hold 
iid by 
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its and 


 ciſts have communion. by fairh in the body and-blood 


Chriſt, eating the ſame ſpiricuall mear, and drinking the fame 


fpiriruall drink, T think will nor be denyed,and therefore 


noproofe, Bur that which requires a further demonſtration, is 
5 propoſirion, The reaſonthen why its not unlawfull 
buc a duty for choſe ro-hold commu 
communion in the ſubſtance, or thing fignified, is 
1. Becauſe fo to doe an{wers' the end of the 
whereas a denyall of communion inthe fi 
in ſubſtance, would crofle the very end 
figne is ordained bur for the thing ſake | | 
lire : the outward communion m' the ſigne bread and wine, 
pointed to fignifie and increaſe the communicants inward 
foiriruall communion in the body & blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
unity thereby, 1 Cor: 19. 16, 17. And therefore 
where the thing to be ſignified is in being, ( which is communis * 
on.in Chriſts body and blood.) rhere to deny the uſe and er- * 


joyment of rhe meanes appointed by God to ſignifie 


wit, communion in the Supper ) would be to crofle the yery 
end of thar ordinance. If partners that. have a-joynt ſtock in 
trade, and ſo a joynt intereſt init , ſhould refuſe to acknow- 
ledge and declare to each other their reſpetive intereſts, by 
henes as are cuſtomary men in ſuch caſes, ir would 
b2 accounted a great piece of in ' 
a piece of ſpiricuall injuſtice for thoſe that have a joync inte- 
reftin Chriſts body and blood, to refuſe to acknowledge and 
declare ir to each other, and before all, by ſuch a figne which 
the Lord hach appointed for thar purpoſe ? 

2: Becauſe mens rig 


"Ants tr-any fefle-rhen 


hr to the ſiene , proceeds. from their 


right to the thing ſignified. : As thoſe that have a right to { 


communion in the figne, that have 
ordinance : 
one where it .i5 held 
frhe ordinance, The 
ſake unto which it does ce-- 


or ſuch aneſtare in land, have thereby a rightco the deeds and 
evidences by which ſuch-a right is to be declared, io thoſe 
chat have « rightro the body and blood of ,Chrilt. in. their (4- 


| evidence appoinred by God: by which ſuch their right is.ro bs 
declared and acknowledged. And therefore as a deraining of 
ſuch 'evidence/from him who by. having right to the Land, 


ving'effe&s, have. thereby right to; the Lords Mr frat | 


hath. right tothe evidence-,, would be; an in;ury ;-even 6.4. 


detaining rhe.Lords Supper from him who by havit right ro 

the body and blood of Chriſt, hath righe ro the Lords,Supper 

as an evidence and figne th2reof , would be an injury like- 

wiſe. And as ſpiricuall things are of more value then, tempe- 

rall, ſoan injury. in them 1s greater then.an injury in the 0- 
er. NG 


3. Irs againſt common reaſon and equiry to grant them to 
have communion with us in the greater and berter part, and 
ro deny it them inthe lefle ;-the greater till including the 
lefſe. Bur to be partakers of like precious faith with us, and 
by that to ear of thar fleſh which « meat indeed , and to drink 


of that blood which ts drink indeed, and to drink, into one and the, 


ſame Spirit ,. as both ſorts of godly ones does, is certainly to 
have, hold, and enjoy communion together inthe greater, bet- 
' ter, more ſpirituall and more ſubſtanciall part of it ; and there- 
fore to deny it in the outſide and letter of it, which is farre 
leſſe conliderable, ſeemes very incongruous and contradifti- 
aus, | C | 
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 cencord.' 


An exhortation to "unity , peace, and 


, 


'Aving ſaid this much by way of Argument 
.*-8 ny. Fe the unlawfulneſle of: Se ne 
Rea&3 £1 and the lawfulneſle of communion between 
# Saints, though of different perſwaſion ; I ſhall 
8 now adde a lictle more to quicken the bre- 
B) chren, on both ſides, to unicy, concord, and 


{ ' —=_ > = 


ky gent which have been roo long divided and roo much e- 


anged one from another. For this end ler ir be ſeriouſly 


*confidered; WTEILENT 
* ++, That the heart and ſoule of our Lord Jeſus , is exceed- 


ingly ſet upon the unity, not onely of the Saints of this or that. 
Particular and differenc perſyvaſion,bur of all thoſe that believe 
through his Apoſtles word,how dirferent ſoever in opinion and 
perſwaſion, they orherwviſe may be. And this appeares'; 1: In 
that Chriſt made irmarter of his ſolemne addrefle unto his fa- 
ther, that ſo it might be. John x7. 20, 21. Neither pray [ 


" for theſe alone but for them alſo which ſhall believe on me through 
they word : that they.| all | may be one. 2. Inthar ic was the 


ſubje&-matrer of one of his laſt requeſts to his father now he 
was abour to leave, the- world. Thoſe things uſually are moſt 


-uponthe heart, 'which. men oo farth ar ſuch a time when 


they are ready to die. 3. And which is-yet more : .amony all 
the things which concerne the Saints here in this world, he fin- . 


 gles our this. of - their unity, as that which was moſt upon 


is heart ro form into a ſolemne 'requeſt unto his father. on 
their behalfe. There are upon the marter but rwo things which 
he prayed for. in the behalfe of all-choſe thar ſhould believe, 
contained in thar part of his prayer which you have from v.20. 


tothe end of ,Jehn 17. ithe one of which deg. their fu- 
ture condition in.the other world ; and thar is that t 

- ; be with himwhere he is;ro behold his glory : and the other re- 

. ſpedting their preſerit caudicion in this world ; and rhar is char 


ey might. 


p i; Jt they 
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Ra rhey. all mighr be one. So then alchough there be many other 
| things whereinthe, comfort. and wellage of the Sainry in this ' 
world are concerned , yet their unity and agreement 1s that 
which Chriſt fingles our from among all the reſt, as being moſt 
pon his heart, and as one would think , ſhould therefore bz 
ki <nng wherein their peace and welfare 1s moſt concerned, 
4. Irs further nioſt worthy obfervation, that among atl the 
chings which Chriſt prayed for in this prayer recorded in 
John 17. he does nor mitt ſo much upon any one thing, as this 
of unity among the Saints. And therefore you have him te- 
doubling rhis petition againe and agame, and mentioning ita 
third and a fenrth, time alſo; as you may ſee in ver, 11, 21, 22, 
23. As if his heart Were fo full of tr, as that ir could; not bealt 
- brought our at once bur by degrees : ir was out of the abun 
dance of his heart, that he abounded fo much in this one peri- 
' tion. - | 
And is the heart of our dear Lord ſo much in ir ? and ſhalt 
not the heart of every one to whom he'is dear, be much in ic © 
too! Can you fallow a berrer pattern, or write after-a better 
copie ? It is withour alt doubr thar rhe more you have of the 
fame Spirit that dwek in him , the more it will enlarge your - 
hearts this way in conformity to this heavenly remper thar was 
fo enihenr in tilia 'And the more you ſhall finde hearts 
run our to this thing, as Chrifts'did, the more hail you be in- 
riched with an aflurance of your dwelling in him and he in you, 
1 John 4. 13. Hereby know we that medwell in him, and hem 
ws, becauſe he hath grven us of his Spirit, And what way is 
chere in all the world for you to indeer your ſelves to Chriſt 
more; then in being found according to his owne heart? Doe 
nor good diſpoſition'd parents, take mot pleaſure in thoſe chil- 
dren that are moſt of their own cetmper ? and 10 does Chriſt in 
thoſe that are moſt like him. Hoy great a praiſe was it to D4- 
»id to be ſaid tobe aman after Gods owne heart !' ( As 14. 
2 2) and I am fure it will be your glory in rhis, robs men af- 
ret Chriſts owne heart. Did Chriſt pray and pray ſo earneſtly 
for this thing, that all that ate b<lievers ſhould be one ? why 
then et thoſe that would be like him, and profeſſe to be lear- 
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- pers of hint, doe ſa too. And nor onely pray, bur earneſtly en» 
deavour by: uſe of meanes:co bring ran lite which one; 
neftly pray for. 1f, men were 'bur/as, willing and: defirous:r9 
pleaſe Chrift Jeſlus,: and. to cacitie. the: defice of. his {oule 1n 
this, as they ſeeme'ro be in-ſome- other things cowards: which 
he hath given no ſuch apparent manifeſtacion of his affeRion, 

we ſhould cerrainly. have: rhings ar-anocher. paſle among the 
people of God, then now they are, And:I pray yourvhyſhould 

we notbe moſt for-rhat in'which he moſt delights & . - 

. 2. And therefore conlider further, thac'love:and kindnefle 
and cleaving of hearr, and affection'of Saints ro Saings, 1s thar 
which Chritt among other -things molt 'defares, as: being that 

'grace wherein. he hach moſt abounded rowards them, and by 

 nhich hey wilt be moſt Chtiſi-like, .and 1o moſt Chriſtian. 

_ As the greamnelle of his affeQion to union'among che Saims, 
' was exprefled by his praying for ir 'againe and againe in rhe 
ſume prayer , ſo does tus grear longing afrer love among all 

agar amides 0926. aprare by roo 

mare and'enjoyning-ig: againe and.againe: and: 2gaine 
eugene ſame-ſpeech or Sermon, and 'nthar alſo which 
was his farewell Sermon when he ' was now kavinz them and 
the wotld, wherein ro be'fure he would infift; npon that 
rg wy __ at-hrs. heart. Lap or Pu 2:Nere Ac 

| ſpeciall: appropriation fixed: upon 1t | wp; communte- 
wt? bs if Tas were more fpechly his: md | had more 
of hishearr in ir then others, Joh» 15.3 2. Thas 1s {1197 canm- 
| «pag tlc love one another, argc gas 
olin-13. 34: new commandement'I groe: awto..you;; that. ze 
dove one pct hey as 1 hawe\ loved as hed iN jxgp.t 
anther, John 15, 19. Theſe rhings 1 command you that ye 
love: one another.” 7 pr ne 

..  Andif Chriſts heart ran moſt upon chis, they are in no-wiſe 

like co pleaſe him ,-rhar by concending for (eme. particular 

-point, which - hach nor.ix may be-che rench (if any') of che e- 

vidence of his minde,witl-and affeQion inir, which thishach, 

doemake a breach upon and hinder rhis. It was faid.,  fdarh 

the Lord as great delight its burnt-offeings and [aprifiets, 45 
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A. RetraGatimn of Separation; - 


1n obeying. the vayce of the: Lord 7 «Sar w 5. 22.) And mayty | | 


ſaid, hath Ch:itb;Je:us any ſuch delighr-in your facriticing. 
grear. part-of ch; peace: charity,7and. :comtorr of the Sainrg 
upottiome:controvertedorder';or, doatrinem the Church, bs 
he hath in-obeying' him in this-great 'command of 'his,/ cixie 


carries ſo -nanch at his heart: iniuc ? For them thar-rhink jv, 
ler them-againe hearken ro whar'ne ſaich, Mat: g. 13; Ge " 


and learne what that meancth, 1 will havemercy and not (arris' 
fice. «And. to love him:with all the heart == and to love his 
utighbour as himſelfe ; '1s more then all whole burnt-offerings anl 
ſacrifices, Mark 12. 33. And yer ſacrifice wasmore expreſles 
ly commanded; then moſt of thoſe things that are the: bone 
of contention -among-the people of God ar this. day. Love, 
mercy; and'judgement, are the weightier matters of the Ly, 
and therefore may: by no. meanes be rhruſt our by thoſe thit 
are leſſe, asroo-commonly rhey are, What ever go2s up;'to 
beſure Religion. and Chriſtianity goes downe when charity 
goes downe. Therefore | above all theſe things ] put on'chari- 
ey, which is the bond of perfettneſſe; Col: 3.14. 7 


- 


\ 3. 'Adde hereto another'very weighty confderation, which | 


is, Thar whatever knowledge you have of the minde of Vod, 
-and wha ever zeale you expreile for any truch of God, eicher 
concerning faith:or praQice, yer if while you hold faſt: ocher 
-chings; you let goe 'charity , :your knowledge , your-zzale, 
though-it were tothe: lofing of your life for truth, wilt-pro- 
fir you nothing,” x Cor: 13. 2, 3. Though I underſtand all my- 
ſeries, and all knowledge, and have mt charity, I am nothing, 
- «And though I grve my body. to be burned , and have not chari- 
"ry, 5+ proferth ne ue wg. And left you ſhould think 1c-meant 


- of that chariry. which conſiſts in relieving of: thepoore, and 


not of that which conſiſts in cleaving ro and, delighting in 
Saints as'Saints, brethren as brethren ; he ſaich alſn.; 7haugh 
I beſtow: all my goods to feed the poore, | and: have. nit charity, 
it profiteth me — x Cor: 13. 3. Allwhich. neerly con- 


cernes ſuch to minde , that are-more carefull and render leſt 


ſome other controverred' trurh ſhould ſuffer , then charity, 
brotherly love and .conebrd ,' ſhould ſuffer ; and care _— 
| - what 
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what rents and- diviſions they make among che p2ople of God, 
' { char chey may bur PrOpagate cheir parricular opinion. If 
there be bitter z.eale,( 3s the Duceh rran(larion, hach ix ) glory 
not Of thy knowledge , ad, ie not againſt the trath,. asf thou 
wert the Goſpels friend, when by ſuch a carriage thou art an. 
enemy £0 it, James 7, 14. WA a Ne tba Io 
4. Your contentions and diviſions, if you mainfaine them, 
they will deſtrgy you 1n your ſpiriruall.crade , and k:ep you 
from thriving. by the means and opporcunities of grace you 
efijoy. It \yas a {ad Hind mltarewb. he Apoltle charged the 
Cornchian Chriſtians, char when they came together to ex- 
erciſe themſelves inthe holy o:dinances of the Lord, -it pro- 
yedto be nor. for the berrer, bur forthz worſe, x Cor: 1x. 17, 
Bur 'upon what. doth be charge 'this dreadfull miſcarriage” of 
their bing. ackward w their trade , and: of growing Worſe 
and worſe. by what was provided for their welfare ? Verily ic 
was their diviſions that was the cauſe of all this miſchiefe, 
Ver,.18. Now in this that I declare unto you , 1 praiſe. you not, 


"that you come together not for. the better , but fir the worſe, 
' How does that appeare ? For firſt of all, when ye come toge- 


ther in the Church, I hear that there be diviſions amiong you. 


"Concluding thar ſo it muſt be rhat their diviſions would occa- 


fion their decay and lofle under the rich2ſt enjoynents other- 
wiſe ; for they abounded exceedingly with ſpiricuall gifcs, 


"Chap: I. 5, 7. Chap. 14. The truth 15, they ear out th2-very 


pon of Religion : men may grow rich in- a form of knojy- 

tes and exprefſe a great deal of zeal for the our-fide* of 
Religion ; and in the mean while be languithing in the very 
vitalls of Chriſtianity, while they live in diviſion and ftrife : 
For where emvying and ſtrife is , there « confuſion, and every 
evill works, James 3. 16. This will be asa worme ar'the root 
ef your tree that will keep it from proſpering, what ever colt 
you otherwiſe beſtoiy upon it, | IGG 

If then you have any minde to. keep. up. Religion in heart 
among you, and not to have your wine to.begome as water, 
having loſt irs heart and ſpiric * If you would have the Goſpel 
ordinances to yeild you their increaſe , and all your Religion 
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not to degenerate into form : myou would yeild God anac. 
ceprable and pleaſanc fruit of all his colt, and nor. ſuch asig 
Garyic hart, and unfavory? If you youll mot re te ru 
ef righreauſveſſ into hemjock,': 1f you would be freed from 
ch' a predominant diſtemper, as'will hinder 'your (piricuat 
 rellith, and convert you err a os] humour, and ſub- 
- je& you to a languiſhing dite ſe-in the nud(t of plenty ; Th 
/ Sh concenciat, and lay” afide diviſion, "wich «Fink 
of love , meekneſſe , and peace , communicate -your Ef: : 
rent rhoughts , and patiently 'bear' with a conſcientious dif. 
_ 5: If you would ſecure the Proteſtanc Region and Cafe - 
from being a prey to the lurking Papiſt, and from deing ſg). 
lowed up of Arheiſts, Libertines, Apoſtares, Quakers, by.a1t 
which it is at this diy ſofely alfaulced and dangerouſly beter, 
then unice heaft, and head, and hand, to make one ſtrength tg 
_ withſtand them , that #2 man take your Crowne, For your di. 
viſions incourageth them, in. their defignes, invites them tg 
arrempt upore you , and prepares.many to fall in wirh chey, 
So thar as long as you keep up your diviſions, they will grow 
upon you , and get ground, and by little and little dray 
away your ſtrengrh , and in concluſion over-maſter you, if 
by. umicing -you prevent them not : A kingdowe divided 
gainſt it ſelfe , cannut ſiand , Mat: 12. 25. And therefore if 
ov ſhall ſo labour ro maintaine on? particular Fort,” as in do- 
ing ic-you looſe the whole Nation ; 1 mean-ſo- maintaine a 
particular opinion in-Religian , as by dividing abour it, to 
endanger the lofſe of the whole ; you will ſhew your ſelves 
( according to the proverb) to be peny wiſe and pound 
footiſh : and will Chrift, ever thanke you for ſuch a fer- 
Wee -- | 2 IRE o 
6.. The more you knit together in love. for rhe great rruch 
fake that dwellerh in you, the greater and richer | aſſurance 
of underſtanding | ſhall you have in the Myſtery of the. Father 
and of Chriſt. Col: 2. 2. Being kmit together in love, wity all 
riches of the full aſſurance o underſtanding, &c, Being knir 
together in love, beats the relation of a means, co the = 
__ ailu- 
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fimahce! of urdetRaiiding; as the'erd; Ics one-rhing to know. 
y NN Eire treats of; ; ddd another hingeo know afſured- 
'hicalf thar which the-Goſpeltrears of; is rrue and is no 
have much of the former, which as it 15 to be fea- 
red, have litcle of -rhe latter. And yer ſome roo, that. have 
ſfle of rhe formet then - others, bur more love, have more 
of the Jarte Jag r theni thiey:* The: Lord' rakes: ſuch pleature in the 
cfofe c Sing of the hearts: of his ſervaiits one to another, as 
es it with this afſurance of underftanding « #o0r+ 
ie and grounding them in teue ; and eſtabliſhing chem inche 
reſefit rrurh. Hence I ſuppoſ e it is cliat _ have. matty who 
hthey have: lefſe oiedee” yet" having 'more love; 
8 fat; if the truth; Whilſt orhers cha have: a great deal _ 
ite knowtedge but litele'6+ no chirity,"are tutned upby'the 
roores. Irs rherefore preſctibed by way of remedy or preven- 
non agaipit being toſſed to ahd fro, and carried about by every 
winde 0 Ine, and fr of niew that lieiin waite to deorive, 
that x e rrath be ffiken or leve : that love, which-is a uniring 
ol accompany 'mens knowledge and profeilion of truck, 
Ephe. 4. 243 15. And truely the full affurance'of underſtand- 
' fo have the minde and conſcience eſtabliſhed in:rhe 
oh in inthet ſhaking and declining times, is a'prize worth 
gi but <e ally ir, ſo ploqRae park, as love-and 
GT 


'9, The more os hear harmonize you are, the ded 
perfect you will be. You have much ralke of perfedtion, and 
"ny pretend ro ic rhatarefatre from ir ;- but'ro be fure, irs 

mark and aime! of every fitcere Chriſtian, and 1 think 
Fi confift in 'norhinng more riext our'lbveco God, cherrin ths 


Yinrs love and unity, This'is the'ery '6f the Seripture : Thut 


they may be made | perfe&t one] John 17.23. Be perfett, 
bet good contfort, by of 0: one' mire, hve ti 8 pegcey; 2' Cor: 13.77; 
e all theſts Pitt on ; chavity;dbich #'the bondof | perfetts 

uſe, 1 Col 3. 13 If mt love one another; ' God dwalleth 11 mus; 
his Iove & | perfeffed in ju") 1 Joh 7. And love ir the 
fulfllin ing of the Law, Rom: t4. to. Wh ch is more then can 


ſaid of -any controvene® Fon among the: Saints : Lon 
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A Retraigtion of Separation. 
therefore you miſtake your; way, in; your purſuir of perfectir. 


onz.you rurnafide from love and unicy, and make a faftinn, tg, - 


| ery up' ſome ſingle. o;.inion;which is not of the. efſence of Chri- 

anity, ; Aanoratoisnt! - Þ 

8. The harmony and unity of the Saints, 15 4 lovely objz& 
to-bchold,: and an excell:nt o:nament of your, Chriſtian pros, 
t: Hon, anI'very cakingyith o:hers, Behold, haw good, a how 
pleaſant it is for brethren, to-dvell together inwnty ! Pal, 133, 
x. And while the bekievers were Gow heart, ana. of one ſoule, 
great erace-was upon then all: and the Lord added to the Church 
daily, fuch as ſhould be ſaved, AQs 4. 32,33. & 2.47. Which, 
camor:be faid-of any -parcicular. opinion extra-ellentiall ro 
Chrifianisy, :: and therefore there's:noc that Weight robe laid 
oniit; as 45'to-be in-preſetving the harmony,unity, and commu- 
nity of the. Saints, Bur alas che contrary, works the uite.con- 
erary: effe6.of diſgrace and diſparagement ro: our holy pro- 


” 


of ivhick theſe dayes- afford us more of. the experience, then 


feſſion, and rendring ic andthe friends of it, lefle deficeable ;- 
of the lovely; beautifull, and defireable effe&s of the Saints. 


harmony. - 


.  g; If you prize your comfort,. prize agreement : for thoſe 


thar-are living and not, dead or benumb'd members of Chriſts 
baody,:cannort but be panes with.the rending of .one-member 
from another of that body of which they are : .If ane membir 
. ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it , 1 Cor: 12,26, Was it 


not a ſorrowfull fight to ſee the man in Mark 5. 5. cutt 
Neſſed 


himſelfe wich ſtones, and an argument thar he was po 
with: ah evil ſpirit. ?-Every one will grant .ir.. And pray you 
hor much lefſe dolefull1s 1r-ro ſee the Saints, children of the 
bving Cod, cutting and wounding themſelves ; for fo they 
doe,. when they-cut. and wound one another ; for they are. 
members one of another, Rom:.1.2. 5. Alas, hov unnatural 1s 
K1: for. whoever Zo '& 29. | 

where thus. it is, its an argument they are under a ſpiritual 
frenzie and madneſle, and ſo are objects" of very great £0- 
miſſeration, and are an occaſion of much trouble and diſtur- 
bance intheir Fachers houſe, But Q che consfort. of love, (3: 


? Eph: 5,29. Certainly 
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A* Rata ation of Separation. 
the Apoſtle phraſetlt it, Phil: 2; x.'): the pleaſure ' of "wp 
and _ lobe 'of harmony ; like a well- tuned or VL evainy ; 
where there 1810 Jarring. Behold how good and how | pleaſant | 
a thing.1t us, for/brethres to dajell together 11 unity. 1cs nor one- 
ly good: and | profitable , bur pleaſant and comfortable allo, 
Pſal: 33. 1. A great parr of a Chriftians comfort in this world, 
lies-'in his communion! with Saints. David faich, The . Sarnts 
ond, excellent, wer all bus delight, Plal: 36.3. And therefore 
.a breach in chis,' muſt needs make a great breach upon a Chri- 
ſkians:comforr; il! / 1 5 CITES Lent OI” 
10: The more-you- are for iion and recenciliation., and 
making of peace, the more you will be like God, whoſe inf- 
nice goodneſſe and grace inclines him to ſeeke afret choſe 
that are at a farre greater diſtance from him, then any of the 
Saints are;from one another :; He 1s u# Chriſt, reconciling the 


 world-unta himſelfe, 2 Cor: 5. 19. Yea this is that good plea- 


ſure mhith he hath purpoſed in hinſelfe, that in the diſpenſati- 


 pnof the fulneſſe of times , be might gather together in one, all 


things 1» Chriſt,” both which are. in heaven, and which are. on 
earth, even 11 him; Eph: 1. 9, 10.: Sin bad divided and: ſcar- 
tered his creatures/in- theit atfeRions as well from: one ano- - 


ther as from him; bur the ſoule- of che Alniighty was- ſo-ſer 


their reconciliation and re-union, that he-ſends his-Son 


Jeſus-Chriſt 'in due time , to gather them together inco one 


- 2 Chriſt as their:common head. And far that end alſo he 


2paned rhe miniſtry, and from rime ro time furniſherh 
them with-gifrs ,, Firſt, to perſivade men to be reconciled un- 
{0:God, ( 2 Cor:'5. 19.) and then co bring them all. ro.unicy 
inthe faith and knowledge of the Son-of God, Epheſ. 4. 11, 


32, 13 This God: hath done to procure reconciliation : 


peace, | And therefore bleſſed" are the. peace-makers, for they 
Nl be called the children! of God, a0-f'« wag whoſe 
hearts, and heads, and hands, are in it, that labour at ic with 
defire. ro effe& it, to bring; men, eſpecially rhe-Saints'to 


 t2rmes- of | peace -and good agreement, they-tread in'rheix 


fathers ſteps, follow the ſame-work, deſigns, affe&; and - 


K 2 


 .bourar the ſame thing ; and theretsre well-may-they þe _ 
#* Cl 
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led his children i4nd follavos if God: ad deare: children, Þ; 
pheſ.5. 1." And being'his children, comz under a great blef. 
 ſednelle indeed:y' having ſuch afarher, : whoſe: aFe&ion.and 
poiver ſor-theiradyancemgnt \, *hach! no:bounds\bur whar' an 
_mtnice wiſdome ſets. And! truely if 'tins-wll' nor. ſer-onr 
h2ares'or fire robe” at; this worke; I know nor what will, If 
then you defire' to make good unto your-olyne ſoules: the evi. 
dence of your'Son-{ljip- and. relation. £o-(vd upon. the: beſk 
rermes,/ it will-nor-be -eyongh [for yourro ber your: ſelves per« 
 ſwnaded toreconciliation and agreement with your diflerring 
brethren';.burro-be aftiver and; bulte- inprocurmg ich orhers 
where its wanting. -For 6therwife though\you may be peace« 
kee = yet you will have liccle ro denominate -you | peace« 
alan; HET EU TRONT SOT FIIEDTTY EOUTLD Fo SOUL 0490 
+13: Its the wiy to have Gdd with. you and delighr:in you, 
He is f6 arear'a lover ef peage and Toncord,: that he will:al- 
wayes make 'one ati this work; you thall he ſure to have. his 
company and preſence, borh whilſt you abide in ir,” and when 
you lifc- up your heart, hand ,-and- __—_y FoOmntre It; 
Live 'inpeace; and 'the:'Godoaf love and poac "Patt be with 
108, 3 Cor113 1x. 'Such ſhalt have God wirhthem :asa God 


df. peace; ſpeaking peace. to them , evidencing himſelfe ro | 


be at peace” with''them; T appeal 'to their-conſcrences' who 
have knowne the'difference of  hving in a divided flare; and 


of living in unity with all: Saincs, :and of making themſelves - 
ſervants'to ſs'good a !yvorke: as roi reconcite Saints, whether 


they have' nor more inward peace from God, and-aticher re- 
fimony of his Þve' in the'rime-of their reconciharion, uni- 
onand '\profeſied conjunttion with all Sainrs , thenthey had 
i the time'of-rheir diſtance from many'/of ther. Irs moſt 
true thac ho thur dwoll; anſt in lovd, dwells moſt: with Ged and 
God 'with-him, 1. Joh: $. -2 3316. And how' they can. expe 
peace from God, that: doe nor-live'in- peace” with: all rhoſe 
with whotn-God'is at peace, I know not. Eſpecially confider- 
þ1 tomy Chriſt hath cold them," thax if rhey frons their: heart, 

»ot forgive their: brothers #reſpaſſt ts, 'thai| then- neither will 
thor beavenly father forgo" their#, Mat. 6, 14. & 18. Fs: 
; . A 
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Net breckren' for involuntary milpritions, wich re- 
| utuan y and carrying themielves 
{ l defies of. gh Jane houſe » but 
childr ire: My de. deeply ponde- 
red by. thoſe whom 1 concernes,.., | FR 3p 
The, Apoſtle. exhorting, the Epbeſ ans. to, this very dury, 
backs 1£wich.no/leiſe ther leyen.motives,or reaſon, Ephs 4. 
 þ43 $3 6« Endeavauring to keep the wnity of the Spirit in the 
(26 roo hope of our-calling'> 4One Lord ; 
5» one fait : 3:-6. one Ba me; T7. 078 God and, ather, of all, wh 
1s above all, and through all, and in you all. Each of which have 
with che divided ima e's 
unpeaceable ſpirits of profefiors ro ta "alide their warres antj 
contertions , WAich.are bur the orf-fpring.of their one luls; 
aw 4.1. & 3-Ig9..3 Cor; 3,3, Gal: 5.20, Bur Ivould 
not be tedious, and, therefore. thall .n2. inlarge. vpon them, 
hoping tha. what hach-detn already. ſaid , <annor bur. come 
home 19. the conſcience! of, all thoſe; whoſe Muchacicablenedy 
hah yor exceedingly hardened their NMAPR 58 2% nochron ir 
Neither doe 1, doube bur-that every one Will- be ready rg 
acknowledgethis. which 1 have been exhorting to, to be every 
Chriſtians duty, and, Wl profeſle. their great. .affeRion rg. us 
nity and peace. Bur. alas, experience Haves +:that-ic-.j8 x00 
commonly: with this proviſo, or.inward reſerve vie, ſors that 
tney.may-have unity and pdace. upon rheis owns fermes-:/ uni» | 
ty in che trurh, ashey call its and thar reuthy their particular 
 ©pinien, upon-Wwhich diviſion is buile.,, The meaying- of which 
is, that wy would maintaine peace;with ily Provided, char 
none would, their: op 


P&2Ce, and, communion tan; Were ride 4 


woe: ſuc fefmes, whit: uſe would ahere be; Cinrdlacion td 


fferent opinions in leſſer macrers, }: oftliaſe: many exhorra- 


att Lions 


- 


:\RetraFtion of*'St on. 
tions of bearing the-infirmities' of the weaks ; of lon - 

and forbearin Ns gw. n ot ;-of ed PFs, ; 
dens ; of not looking every 'man on his owne things," but ever; 

974m: alſo on the things of - other s- £ Rom: r5.-1. Epheſt q;'2; 
Col: 3, 13, Gal 6..-3./ Phil: 2. 4; A'eor&all and” peacerble 
communion, and forbearance are not inconfiſten.. Union; com- 


nuinion, and peace, mult be kepr and maincained upon Chri-- 


{ittans agreement in fundamencalls of faich-and holinefle, when 
in the- meane while, ' bearing and forbearing miſt be exerg. 
ſed in relation to thoſe thirgs wherem rhey otherwiſe differ: 
Whiclybeing che plain Scripture-road, irs much'to be lamen: 
red that ſo many who ſeeme zealous of the Scripture-parrerr, 
ſhould miſſe ir. | SRL | i 


Therefore T beſeechall thoſe that love the Lord Jeſus , and ? 
that love'to:doe char which pleaſeth- hivy, thar you ſuffer not 


thoſe few” and-lefler: rhings wherein you differ , rs prevail 
more wich you-to keep ar a diſtance; and to deny your com 
munion'to one another, .chen thoſe. many, great- and-precious 


chings whereif'you are agreed, to bring and binde you cloſe 


' together, and'fteely to/afford your Chriſtian: communion one- 
- to another, Is it reaſonable ot hath ſuch a thing been heard of 
in other caſes, that the minor vote ſhould: carry it againſt the 
jor ? Lay afide then all prejudice, ſtiffineſle,and ſelfe-will's- 
nefſe, and count it your ory that you-catt ſeeke/to others to 
receive-you into cloſer communion, before:they ſeeke ro you: 
And in'your prolecution of this work" of retoncilins' diſtant, 


brethren, doe not be beaten off,” by others hangine off; but 


reckon it ſo choice a piece of 'generation-work in theſe Givi 
ding times, -as-that you 'can' hardly lifc up your" hearr, 'yout 
tongue, your hand, ro ſuchanother, oe (Te! 
"And you'that afe Miniſters of Chriſt,” whois the Princtsf 
peace, and of the Goſpel, which is the Goſpel of peace'; and 
whoſe work is to guide mens feet into the way of peace, ar the 
end of whoſe calling'is , te bring all-to the wnity of the faith 


end kyowledge of the Sow of Grd 7 berinereated Revetend md iN: 
belovedre0 cake beed ofmakingthe breach wider, andy ly 
ie 


-undue :repreſentations' or aggravations,: to frighten Sainrs- 
5 d1 
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» from coming neere one ahocher : but to 

- *aerſade to chriftian-moderation and forbearance, toa treat- | 
ing of one another with love , and herem' ro approve your 
- ſelves as patterns. And in ſo doing, you ſhall finde more peace 

in your owne ſoules, and procure more the Churches, and * 
finde a greater ſucceſle in your Miniſtry, make better rempe- 
"red Chriſtians , and ſet: a .more+ glorious Crowne upon the 
head of the Golpel , 'then otherwiſe you are ' ever like ts 


